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MEANING OF HOME IN COMMUNIST -ERA FLATS: A CASE STUDY IN
FORMER AGRO-INDUSTRIAL TOWN DARMANESTI, ROMANIA

SUMMARY

Forced industrialization and urbanization in Romanian rural localities during the
communi sm regi me meant to raise crountry
European societiesA significant change occurs in rural environment with the
introduction of a new dwelling pattern desired to substitute the rural Hexiskained

in ideological terms block of flats implementation is conceived as generating more
landfor agriculture and procure housing for the employees working in industry, while

the hidden agenda exposed president's desire for control and surveillance, deterioration

of peasantsd integrity and values. Mor e
homogenized and vulnerable society that could be easily handled and disciplined.

Housing privatization that has followed the fall of the communism has left new owners

in charged with the maintenance and rehabilitation of a poor quality and inadequate
housing sbck. Prefabricated and standardized block of flats abound all over the
country making them not only a distinctive element of former regime but also an
indicator for the actual condition and challeng®g exploring meaning of home in
communistera flats informer agreindustrial town Darmanesti, currently part of
Romani an small townso networ k, the study
of home in a ruralrban mixed environment. 4depth interviews with thirteen
respondents in eleven flatsarecondue d t o grasp ownerso appr
after housing privatization, the nature of the relationship and their idea of home.
Additional evidence comes from @ite observations and documents about the town

and block of flats.

The case study revisameanings of home grouped into six categories: family and
community; comfort and wellbeing; control and agency over the territory due to home
ownership; a place of salentity, selfexpression and personalization; a physical
setting; a place of permamee and continuity.

The location is extremely importangésulting in unigueneaningsof home. In this
respect the results show communista flats takes on the characteristics of the rural
house. Findings are importasrirendering the policy for new haang implementation

in this environment.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Twice Romania endures drastic political and socioeconomic changes since the
beginning of the 20th centuryAs a ruralagrariancountry it experiered rapid
industrialization and urbanization during the communist regime; following the
Revolution in 1989, the shift from a highly centralized gi@sed ecammy towards a

market system broughtany challenges for the country and tiee Romanian people.

Development of economic policy targets industry and agriculture as the moving power
in the crystallization o moderrsocialist nation. Under these circumstances, effort is

directed to the formation of new towns, new structures to sustain the advahceme

For this, etensive interventionaspart of a largescale plan envisioned for tikeuntry
meant, in timea total disappearance thierural areas.In no othecountry, belonging
to former Seiet Bloc, rural settlementaretargeted and affected suchmanneras

theRomaniarculture and identity is challengélde most

Five times the number of new towns declared during communist regime exceeds the
period prior to '48. However, the figweegisteredare not even closeto what is
expected and planddy Ceausescu himself. With several upgrades in the first two
decades of communism, main due to administrative territorial reorganization, a new
plan is imminent. Therefore, in '74 the rural and urban systematization program is
adopted along Marxidteninist ideology, whichinvolves forced industrialization and
urbanization in rural settlements, as well a greater management of agriculture. To
undergo this process are chosen 300, in time added, until 550acadties that
exposepotential for growth. Rgardless the endeavor, only 24 advance in rank, with
23 promotions in the year 1989 right before the Revolution.

Along ideological lires, the physical environment hash important ra in the
formation of new towns, as desired for block of flats to sufiste, in time, the
entirely rural housing in these localities. While their implementation is explained in

terms of generating more land for agriculture, the hidden agenda exposed president's

desire for control and s uintegridyiandlvaes.dts, det ¢



expectedo ensure a compact, homogenized and vulnerable society that could be easily
handled and disciplined.

Nevertheless, the planning and implementation of block of flats asfplaig scale
programme in rural and urbandcalities alike, stands for thassimilation and
adaptation witlthe new social order and communist ideolofiyrough prefabrication,
typification and standardization of materials, construction elements and methods of
production, as well due to limited tgp of apartment layouts and design, the housing
estates resemble to those developexhiercountries belonging to former soviet Bjoc

asit aims for a universal image afl Romania settlements, rural and urban alike. It

is in this context and conditigiresearchers at that timere questioning homand

individualidentity.

Housing privatization after '90 allow for a genuine housaeusehold engagement with
the right to alter and reshape flats' domestic space according to users' own views and
lifestyle. The unfinished communist project has left an immature and fragmented

environment in the mists of a long transition throughout the country.

1.1Problem Satement

Home represents a central aspect in human life in all cultures throughout the globe.
The taditional Romanian house is depicted as a ssgatial complex, the common
place where work, residence and family practices unfold. The ultimate expression of

culture resides on the symbiosis ensued by inhabitants and their homes.

A significant change irthe manner tenants ihe rural settlements experience and
identify with their home environment comes with the introduction of block of flats
during the communist regime. Unsuitableness of their design cannot meet occupants'
physical, social and physiolmgl demands that their formeuaral home provides.
Achieving satisfactory living conditions is challenged by lack of integration and

adaptation of people's previous lifestyle, customs and values.

Moreover,new norms behaviors and wagf life is introdued under the communist
agenda in rural settings Ishifting onliving in block of flats.It is due to this change
of perspective that the new housing stock has a major role, framed btih at
communityand ontheindividual level. It is in the contexhe individual is portrayed

on serving theocialistnation.Simplification and regulation of life towards a routine,



specific to modern societies, conducts to better management and efficiency for the

growing economy.

Moreover, tle standardization processnited the quality and comfort of the new
housing stoclky means of defined plan types, matenieed methods of construction
and furnishing This leads undoubtedly to objectification of home and simplification

in its meaning.

Ownership after '90 bringsther level of difficulty to the existing challenges where the
new owners are held responsible for their home maintenance. The ongoing socio
economic problems makes it harder to create desirable living condibnstages
andlack of financial resources intervenewhennecessary farepairingand renewals

turned intoa discontenamongresidents about their aetiucondition.

In former agreindustrialtowns,the situation reveals an uncertain future due to the
challenges that comes with the fall of thdustry, the enginéhatpropelled the rural
locality to the status of town and development. While aiming to be part of a modern
European community under a new socioeconomic, cultural and political context, these
towns are in the search for an identiyhereas the diffused and indefinite physical

setting stands at the core of this challenge

1.2 Aim and Scope

Theaim of this thesis is to understand hoi
home, how they connect and relate to their home environmenthéo case of
communistera flats in former agrindustrial town Darmanesti, Romania, by
exploring their meanings of homBy interrogating thirteemespondentsn eleven

flats, this thesi@ mtend is taunderstand w n ecurierily idea of home after hsing

privatization and the social change that occurred in Romania after 1989

No longer used as political talthe new era it opens the possibility for a dialog
between inhabitants and their homes, reflecting their views and lifestyle rather than
States supervised prograniherefore this studyhypothesizdor acomplex notion of

home, groactiveassimilationinto residents andommunityp s wa y aswellforl i f e,

actions taken tscreasecomfortand weltbeing.

Although the rural systematization gram affected all Romania, the agnalustrial
towns represent the ultimate design challenge that president envisaged for rural

settlements. Darmanesti, as a former agdustrial town currently part of Romanian
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smal | t o w,Iis sepresantativevfdhe Bcope and purpose of the thesis since it
experienced transition from a ruvedy of lifetowards an industrialized locality during
the regime, which currently is undergoing seemnomic challenges due to the

downfall of the industry after 089.

1.3 Research Method

The research method adopted for the study involves two major steps. At first, are
examined the concepts of 6édhomed and Omeaning
by reviewing an adequate scholarship in the field. To complete the iratestignd

to try toaddress the context under study, the concepts are framed within the Romanian
ruralhnouse and -drhaed Ofsloati.alhesrt proceeding, the f
homedé expanded wupon at this loeeuestlcase wi t h spe
studies in Russiand in Romania serve as guidance to examine the case samples. Lack

of literaturefor this specific context and conditions employed for this thesis makes the

research te more explorative

The second step é@anviongv ecsf ahhoameydz iinng-adbntcase st
depth interviewseiabellkaes Oooomdaei sto estab
rel at e, experience and create a O0sense of
meetingsjn town and its surroundingss avell documents and books provided by the

city hall, apartment drawings, photographs and sketches complete the data to be

investigated.

1.4 Structure of the Thesis
The studyis splitintofie chapters. The fdfferssaboveriierpt er o661 nt
of the research whetbe problemaim and scope, methodology and structure of the

thesisis explained.

I n the secfopdr ethiapaler Fioame w,ahelconaptsdof Met hodol
6homeé and Omeaning of homed are <conceptua
scholarship on the theme. To organize a relevant theoretical framework for the unique

research context, the notions are framed not only from a western perspective but also

are addressed within the available literature in communist andcposhunist

socidies. Further, in a relevant manner, the particular perspective on understanding

Ohomed by t akiumlboude hsdocuBomnphedes theasarvey. Finally, the

chapter closes witthe methodology of the thesis.



The third chapte6 Th e Ho u s éoningRon@piamaththDar manesti 6 1 s
in the context, the ideologically driven commuresa built apartment blocks. It makes
correspondence between those aspects that have influencetbshevolution of

housing and the situation where the impletaBon takes place. It is within this
framework the chapter addresses at first
focus drops on the former agiredustrial town Darmanesti as the place where the

cases sample are selected.

Itisinthe fouthcapt er O6E&Evaf ubbhabit amd stbh Merama chagr
familiarized with the casetugdies and those aspects that supplement the house

household experience and stands as prooésflentd engagement - wi th t
flats. Furthmed Iid0gneeawd Inwa toedondmeatasbbsdedion cr i

chapter 2, whereas househol dsé narrati on:

I n the | ast c bhna piscessiordi Coonncsliudseiroantsi ons and
study are drawn.






2. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK AND METHODOLOGY

This chapter is dedicated to build up a theoretical frametvaskr t hesi s6s 0 me
home®pl orati on. The concepts of Ohomed &
reviewed fromawestern perspectivgsingliterature of prominent scholars in the field.
Afterwards,to relate to the unique environmeuitthe case studyhe subjects are

addressed in a more specific manner, nanmellye case oRomaniarrural houseand

the socialistera block of flatdn the context ofcountriesbelonging toformer Soviet

Bloc. Lastly,the chapteends withthe methodology of the thesis.

2.1Conceptualizingé Home 6 and Ooveeabni ng of H

Thed s e n s e indeepnahoned é human consciousnéds$sme is regarded as a
sociospatialstructure where the social dimension, as the household, and the physical
entity, as the dwelling, merg&apoport, 1969) It is mostly in traditional societies

wherethe houséringsmeaning ora | | di mensi onasthelédcusppe opl e 0
importantfamily rituals, daily-life practicesand workroutine; as the place where

culture is nurtured ancharried forwardlt is in thisrich context where the meanings of

home escaladed u e t o com@eixlided expesiehces.

However, theeffects ofglobalizationt with an increase in mobilitypew socialorder

and the shift towards differentiluesystens has reframed the stage and gave a new
meaning on how inhabitants understand and experidramed) whetherbeing at

home or away(Giddens, 19901991; Cuba & Hummon, 1993;Ahmed, 1999;
Clapham, 2002Zorest and Le€2003;Gustafson, 2006Vicintyreet al, 2006K |1 i s an d
Karsten, 20009

A" Gl obal i £ & bd defimed @saathe intensification of worldwide social relations which link
distant localities in such way that local papings are shaped by events occurring many miles away
and vice versa. 0. (Giddens, 1990, p. 64)
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When considering globalization and identigiddens (1990199) attributes to
discontinuity brought by modernitihe deterioration of thepreviousstructures that
used tohold traditionalsocietiesConsequently i ndi v icases#lbaobgtd i f e
oneplace duedo disintegratiomi osbcial relations from local contexts of interactions
and their restructuring across inthétle spans of timapace (p. 21) The fAlifestyled
becomes a matter of per sonal choice and sel
kinship and family connections tie the individual to a specific location that eventually
shapes his/her entire existenb&oreover, lack of control over external factost
have the power tresuliond dearcéd forddentity aceomsarbgdi f e
feelings of estrangement and separation
filn modern soci al i fe, t he n diitahce.Mheanbre | i f est yl es
tradition loses its hold, and the more daily life is reconstituted in terms of the dialectical
interplay of the local and the global, the more individuals are forced to negotiate lifestyle
choices among a di v el9%lpt5eitedid Clapham,i2@)p.$® ( Gi ddens,
In the samananner, Sennett (2000) reféosglobalization that ifidisturbs identities
based on place, thaense ohome,of bel ongi ng s omgiwthier e i n t he
Perkins and Thos) 2003 p. 121).

Moreove, Forest and Lee (2003) address the housing provision challenges under the

influence of global economy. Since what happens in one part of the world can affect

the events in anothethey encompassincertaintyover market volatility, on the risk

on buyingor renting a house, as welh the insecurityfor finding and keeping a job

The real est athegd o badbnmdédctniammec i ad affdcowd has t |
the housing accessibilityiGl obal i zati on of policy discourse
figlobal policy language and policy response pfivatization, deregulation,

marketization and contractinginder global organizatiofmfluence has the effect on

minimizing the role of governments and agenctbsirinability to provide housing

for all thepopulation in a country.

Due to various factors and roles involved in housing produgtiakes it less probably
for the urban hougganningto addressin a genuinemanngtsb enef i ci ari es 6 | i f €
and needs. Most of the timeis takenfor granted where a certain way of life is
imposed.However, various authors like Lawren@90) Kent(1990) Perkins and
Thorn (2003 suggest thaultimately, inhabitants determine theire si denceds use al

not necessaryhat is envisionedthroughits design.Likewise, studies featuring



socialistera block of flatsn countriesbelongingto former Soviet Bloegnatch orthe

resuls (see: Crowley and Reid, 200Reid, 2006 Attwood, 2012;Soaita, 2015)For
instanceRei dés (2006) serampagmes built i the 6u6sOhsc hselvo w s
how resident s 0 n e gsedtheirastaeddrd flatticdorging theirc e a n d
necessities.

A [ é] the diverse ways in which people arran

madeé or failed to makd can be seen asfarm of negotiation along the interface of the

dwelling, whereby the stateds standard and co
and made geflexive narrative ofself, ul I  of private meaning. 0 (Gic
2006, p. 164)

Sincechouse and home Adar e nibngessentahfosohelarsoo gl ob
engagewith the problems thaturrent situatioposesFor this,studiesonhousehome
relationshipand meaning of homareexpectedtégigr ound t headdessal ysi s
individuals éveryday lived experiencassmaking of home is an active social process

in which people consciously engade is not something that happens once but is
something that is continually being constructed and negotiated amehotiatedo

(Perkins and Thos) 2003 p. 122,124)

Further, Clapham (2002) suggests thatproper framework under which housing
researchasmorerelevance is onehichfi p | séghe subjective nature of the meanings
held by households at the centre of the analysisnvolves a research method which

can identify themd ( p Thus@h@ )elationship the individual has with his/her home

is of the nature to enhancestlu |l f i | | ment andHai dsées HKnheg
(1996) critique on vihet Apae cadliwagaman twhyi c
Adehumani zati onwhoarjuehousi ng policy

i .(housing)is concerned with the relative notion of fulfilment, and thus not with generalised
standards. What is sufficient in terms of the quality and quantity of a dwédlifior the
individual household to decide. This notion, because it is a relative one personalises housing.
It is a view that relegates the significance of aggregated physical structures and standards and
places over it an analysis which is necessarilyjestiive. This subjectivity is because the
analysis concentrates on the households who inhabit the structures and not on supposedly
objective and rational economic players. It is thus a personalised view of housinghat it
doesinpeopl e ds gllP9% etsd.indClafh&m2002, p61)



Therefore, attempts sddres$iousing research has higlsggnificancewhenit is done
from t he hous eohlidhdramiergiaading qf lrosathertkiaeahaving
ag o v e r npolenfocdsgClapham, 2002)

Defining 6homed it is a dif fthepgetsdnaéllewela sk due t
as well when reported to the many differenintexts(Despres, 1991; Somerville,

1997)Whi |l e home i s concerned to a |lias,ge extend
needs anexperiencegit is theinfluence of thesocio-cultural, economic and political
environmentwhichalsohas deep implications on theuseholehome relabnship. It

is for these reasaMoore (2000) argues that home studfeguson specifc aspects
comesindetriment of t he 0 imdgobtheecanceptn der st and

It is its complexity andtsimany | ayer s of meani ngo that pr
multidisciplinary fields of research as sociology, anthropology, environmental
psychology, architgare, philosophy, to dedicate a significant amount of work to the
subject. Despite their di sagr e e fheynt concer
unani mously acknowl edge t he oOmul ti di mensi o
surrounding the concept, as well the fumdatal role6 horme® i n peopl ebdbs |
(Despres, 1991; Somerville, 1997;obte, 200Q Mallett, 2004).
APrecisely because the home touches so centrally
a dispassionate social scientific analysis inevitabipgates emotional and deeply fierce
argument and disagreement. The home is a major political backgrdiendeminists, who
see it in the crucible of gender domination; for liberals, who identify it with personal autonomy
and a challenge to state powfan;, socialists, who approach it as a challenge to collective life
and the ideal of a pl an(BatersandWilkigs 1988ted r i an soci al
in Mallet, 2004, p. 64)
The broad variety of contextshe r e 0 h presenfinakessit one of # most
arguableand debatableonceptsAmong the firstauthorswho contributed to a critical
review of the literature is Despres (1991). She comes up teithencountered
meaningf homefrom six studieswhich the authors havampiricaly identified by

interviewing residents about théiome.

Therefore home i s seen fAas security and con
val ueso, nas acting upon and modi fying one
continuityo, Nfas reffrrtéemdsmdi genwier h of amiclty v i
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refuge from the outside worldo, fAas indic

ifas a pléace to owno

While previous are mentionedser$ personalmeaningsof home that express
psychological and socioultural apectsin the second part of her critical review
Despres (1991) brings into discusstbe theoretical interpretationsost commoly
used Thereforethe following theoretical approaches, which Somerville (199mes

as nonsociological, are the territorial, psychological, socigbsychological, and
phenomenological and developmentahere each model highlights specific meanings

of home.

ASecurity and cont r mdadngsof hemedthmphe erstoriale d a s
modelby setting boundariesverones territory angersonalization of the dwellingn

placing objects in a meaningful wdespres, 1991\While the psychological and
sociatpsychologicalperspectives refero fidentity, control, privacy, security and

social statusasa f dootedys ychol ogi cal 6 requirement , |
and developmental model are highligthme ani ngs of fper manence
(Somerville, 1997)

Later Somervill®d 41997) survey on sociological studiegeveal similarities on
meanings of home wittné ores identified by Despres (1991). Theref¢tremakes up

the following listih ho mehascenter of family | ifeo, n
relaxation, fr eedomexamrde sisnidoenp eanndde nsceemi, a IA
of privacy, continut y and per manenceo, fia financi al
| ei sur e aamdt iawi thioms @.| ogi cal securityo

In a more recent critical review, comparable to thosgetrated bypespres (1991)
and Somerville (1997) n t h, eMalléit9(2064) analysis recurrent themes on

meaning of home in the literatur8hecomes upvithi home aod as uslkee A

homeo, home fnbetween the real and the id
haveno, fAhome amr@éngéemdehe, Pohmmeaynicn g d®,n fvh
at hommeane, sel f, i dentity and beingo.

Al t hough significant | iterature expands ¢

studies are condted and convey the view of theaat, whereas the former socialist

2 SeeDespres (1991) for each meaning explanation.
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countries, which have anique experience in the way housing is produced and
consumed, are inadequately represented in the international scholgisbip,(2000;
Clapham, 2002; Mallet, 2004; Soaita, 2015).

AConstructing the meaning of 0 hiad relations are cent r al t
constituted via interpersonal and locaterpeci fi ¢ soci al processes. 0 (Pe
2003, p. 121)

Further, the existing |iterature on the con

revised to develop a proper and comprehensivenstehdingf the notions, as well

agui dance résearcht hesi sos

2.1.1 Home and dwelling

The work of Heidegger has pioneered thierest on home and dwellivgithin the
philosophical and phenomenological contedit brings an understanding abautr

own presence in the world and those aspects to create a meaningful experience.

For traditional civilizations, dwelling and building were almost the same, unlike the
present globalized and technological societies where building becomes an insignificant

act, alienated from dwelling.

Martin Heideggerés (1971) ABuilding Dwelling
correlation between dwelling and buildiaghea c k n o wl e dmyeifsve ardrat f o
capabl e of dwel | i ng ,(p.16Onll rgferstndt éoan aleatory we bui | d

building, but making the act of building a sacred one.

For Heidegger(197Bui | di ng becomes meaningful only wh
and Areceives its essence from dwellingo. By
o f B ehe comsidlers the built environment as fundamental for any person or group

of peopl athewofibédongThe current housing syste

l iving conditions, but does not offer any as

Another ofterquotedphenomenologisis Gaston Bachelard (16w h o 6s gr eat est

accompl i shment resspane tdep rpeisiibl eodseovdihty h ionf

pl azfefoair ( Méabr e ng30®@0y ward the presence of

of our own texei gtremcestapoiwer s of i ntegration
and dr eams Gadton Bezhelkrd, 2964) p: 6)
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AWi t hout it man would be a dispersed being.
heavens and through those of life. It is body amdud . It is the human bei
(Gaston Bachelard, 1964, p. 7)

Both philosophersiavecontributedto earlier phenomenologicadeasasii p | 6a caen d
Ar oot ewhichehaveetnphasized he Aspi ri tual and existe
home(Moore 200Q p.209.

Forgrmouwnded ar chi tHeecitduergagl e rndesa nni oggacwomo fof 06
(2000) uses the work otwo architectsThomas ThiisEvensen andChristopher
Alexandemw h cseek concrete means for identifying and describing built qusatfieg
sustain and strengt Wengih d fheen mqausad 6 tayn o f i dlwa
from basic elements such as roof, walls and fldbiis-Evenseraimson conceiving
fa sense of dwel l ingo through t he expe
Aoudenes 0o0f Ortheeothdr sidedledandery r ans | at es 6dwel
wel-bei ng and enjoyment made possible thro

fifenvironment al whol enesso.

2.1.2Homeasplaceident ity and the O0sel fb

Throughout thditerature,6 home 6 i s depicted as fda part
pl ackeadost hopeT he20i0mMt)er est on examining th
connection with housing research finds its relevance in the context of globalization as

it offersinsightsonthe hmane nvi r onment r el a idéasafptadei p . Be
are intertwined with ideas of community, collective memory, group (and individual)
identity, political or gamivauableframewodond capi
studyi ngitréabhesitenbe asel ati onship between pl a
and psychological webeing; the dynamics of conflicts surrounding hepteces; and

the politicate c on omy o f (p o n)érBefdctahatplacédare able to link

peopl eds pswogaktahdatfeotigeidimansion with the political and economic
environment it provides a valuable tool for reskars in housing studigssEa st hop e,
20D 4

Cuba and Hummon (1993) criticize the changes brought by the modernity and the
effectsithasonite i denti fi cation of peopl e with

place
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iStandardi zation of buil't f or m, the erosion of d
geographic mobility are thought to enervate physically encoded meanings of the landscape
thus weakening personal identification with | ocal
Therefore, the authors argue for the planning and construction of a built environment
that is be abléto enhance the identities of pecpls  we | | . MoseoverMallette s 0
(2004) suggests thdplaces are processsalways trying to adapt and rewriteeir
identity according to changes and conditiafighe environment and peoplehich

makes them usefultocaptseo ci et al and | i f.estyl esd transfo

P e o pdctwely fnakep | a c ethey exmersence life as they areinfluenced by

fiphysical, economic and social realitedlassey, 1995¢cited inEast hope, 20014,
p . }12289Gustafson (2006p.17 suggests for a place to exist are necessary three

essential ingradnts as physicalitygeographicalocation, and gjnificance.Moore

(2000) cites Canter (1977) for @efinition on placeit he r esul t of rel at

bet ween actions, conceptions and physical at

Drawing on Masseyob6s Eashdepe t@n@d ©)g ooUg Ped tasc etd
do not exists in isolation but in relation v
within a compl ex we lhiclo $tretchavourid ale warltht er act i on
(East hope, Whileplcescpninfllexxc®gep. | edbs | i fe as much a
can influence, pdlaaresstd pkaxsiessy eisncigtniiaflilcya nacne uni
peoat ertihbeurh lkAlles opeopl e can strongly identify
pl aces, with their honheasge@ pafse@néidnrigeo tchoenrt r ar vy
pl acetsheanpdeopl e that belong to them.

Furthet East @0 @ 4) brings the viteow cohfe st we schol
disagreement over the relationskipmong O pbapeWkidlned Sack (2001)
d e f ipnleasc fhé coantless areas of spdcdn at we have bounded or
(citedinEast hope, ) Zd&é&(2001)oppossih@idea thafplaceddescends
from Gspacéby saying:
féspace and place are two differentdrestrders of re
comparisons &rpossiblé Casey, 2001; cited iBasthope, 2004, 429).
Instead, the author refers to spacédsh e n a nmest éncompassimareality that
allows forthingstb e | oc at ewhile@wipt Bise 6t he | mmefli at e ambi
my | ived body and it s-culturabandpergonal espectsithatc | udes t
defines a persofCasey, 2001;citediBast hop.e, 2004
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Therefore, anu t u a | dependency exists among self
without self;and noself i t h o u {Cagey, 20@lecitediBa st h o ppe130),2 00 4,
they areii nti mately interlocked phn )iThus, wor | c
personal identity it cannot be considefiadnater of sheer selfonsciousnedsut now

involves intrinsicdly an awar eness(pof)l®@®eds pl acebo

Home i s often mentioned in |iterature as
understanding what makes a neutral space a home, scholars express that each
individual has his/her own awareness, feelings and negpil$ual and sensorial
experiences, about the world and own body, whitdly communicatanto the
environment.Thus, he self it is retained in houseterior design, through furniture
organization and choices, meaningful objects and activities in whedividual

engage Cooper, 1974Despres, 1991; Cooper Marcus, 1995; Mallet, 2004).

One of the earliest authors, which expressed the relationship of thevhouseh o ne 6 s
self, is Cooper (1994 i n 6 The House as the swyanbol o f
heart of our bei ng,(p. Blmanifestsunlthe warldithroughn i q u e
oneds home as secondary to otnlkeddyp®n mor di
understanding peopleds preference about
symbd this type of house portrays as one
terms of Jungds theory, archetypes are 0
which exist on the | evel of a Auniversal
from our macestors and mani fest at the prese

Therefore, the self becomes a caraéthese archetypes (Coop9,74).

Mo r e obvaesrt, h o p & s @l@dedydd)$1973) centralidea of dwellingd to

explaint hrelationship betweehomeplacesandi ndi vi du aassvélithe dent i
idea ofattachmentwhereasttachment to placas defined asian integral part of being

i n t he(Hawey, 1996pitedinEast hope, 2270 4 we b ihhads

fithe capacity to achieve a spiral unity between humans and thiags ( 2 1 3

Twonotionsir oot edness 0 a nate considersdalmablatoolsfdrthep | a c e 0

investigationof p e o p fisaxiél,psychological and emotive attachments to place

S AAttachment to place refers to the feeling of p
territory because of its associations with delmage or soci al identity. [ €]
associated largely with the symbolic qualities of a site, with relationships between the space and objects

in it, and the experiences, aspirations,anddondo ns of t he occupantl8h (see:
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Casey (2001) refeite the dwellingagit h i ¢ k or pHemsoreedne i r o odre d 0
being at home A1 n whilet huen sfietdb Wiitromdseatioes 8 way o,
places onencounters once he/she leaves hamgtisnecessary to develop awareness
for experienceof newplaces,todevelp a fAsenEasbohopkacegbdo04d).
i Wh irdotedness meangt homein an unselfconscious way, sense of place implies a
conscious appr(Basthope, 200np. 187 pl aceo
While some individuals live bounded to specific places, on the contidusts leave
the dwelling to experience many places, as it happens in modéfratys(t hope, 2004) .
This has i mpl i ct(t2i000nds) edpsovwsatyMabbetvhen peop
away, whether they are in search for home, to reach a destination, orthelidhave
to Ileave their Ahomelando, their fAplace of o

logging to return

Whil e fAbeing at homed is experienced very d
submerge the fAselfd i ntho otttherspadamer,abti heyaflh
when @Al eaving homed fAa process of estrangem
Aembodied selfo is reconfiguring its identit
Forming communities to fnmasksed agipvleasc ead sf e nosme si
home and assist the self in new identity makivigen one feels displaced from his

home originfAhmet, 1999, p. 34B45).

Therefore6 home 6 i s not restricted to the physica
become permeablaroughmemorieskept feelings and sensations, and steting
(Ahmet, 1999 Rose, 2003)Being away from home is another way that home reaches

to have meaning (Moore, 2000).

2.1.3 Hometerritory and privacy

First studied on animals, the conceptdefritorialitydis considered to be connected

with social interaction and boundaries that lams creatéo protect and maintain a

specific domainappropriatespace antielp to satisfytheir needsThis delimited area

it is where individuals and group identitieg &ormed; it is the place where they build,

seek for privacy display controland personalize Also, aoiding conflicts or
inadequatecommunications isregulated througlp e opl eés soci al i nter a
territorial boundariethat individualsmpose or diglay to mark a placgBrower, 1990;

Despres, 1991).
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Drawing on Altmanos Tf(tly9705 arayancefr Bit aweal i n
(1990) suggest=tritory is constitutedhierarchicadly accordingt he fAsi gni fi car
quality of interaction that takes pm@® ( Br o we r ., Thetefore,@hpee dislin8t5 )

areas with different amplituds privacyand controemerge While, the first category

astheil pr i mar y ateesedron & pemmaners abisthe individualdor their

daily activities and for theinteraction with peoplewith whom have lasting
relationships, the third categois/the public realnthat isunder less supervision and

discipling whereencounters with strangeisscommon

Despres (1991kuggests that home itself it is constituted fram Asuccessi on
territorieso which may respond within di
different way to family member&epetition of activities and material culturese of
interior designare mentioned as meattwoudh which its occupantglelineate the

hometerritory.

Moreover,Despres (1991)egardsterritoriality as a mechanism to achieve privacy
when she cites Altman (19¥5
fi(territoriality understood as) @elf /other boundary mechanism that involves personalization
ormarkingofaplae or obj ect, and communication that
(Altman, 1975; cited in Despres, 1991, p.99)
Privacy is acknowledged as a fundamental human requirement, expressed deliberately
or unconsciously on ma asyan énmbodienéns of mrifacyo n e 6 s
consists in peopleds desire toorludgede t hei
far from public displayThe need for privacy captures all domains of domestic realm
reaching psychological, social and material aspects ofehChermayeff and
Alexander, 1963Altman, 1975).
"Privacy is most urgently needed and most critical in the place where people live... The

dwelling is the little environment into which ail the stressessrains of the large world are

intruding, in ore way or another ever more deepeChérmayeff and Alexander, 1963, p. 38)

Rapoport (1969) in hisbocgkHouse Form and Cul tureodo sugg
for more than just a Aprovision of shelt

best suied to the way of life of a peopla other words, a social unitofspace ( p. 46 ) .

‘“AAppropriation of space will be affected by the
type of occupancyo Brower (1990, p. 184) .

17



Therefore, thehouse througtspatial organization enables a certain behavior and
communication amongeople;as well, it controls social activities in that place,

whereas cgain levels ofprivacy arenecessaryo regulate this mechanism.

2.1.4 Home ancculture

AThe centrality of culture in defining human

the focus of anthropologists where soecidtural factors are fundamentabrf

i ndividual s meaning of home.

Culturedis a very broad andiverse subject, and asymplificationor generalization

of it is questionable.

il t can be suggested that Acultured is both too
expressions of diure, such as groups, family structures, institutions, social networks, status

relations, and many others, often have settings associated with them or are reflected in the built
environment. While it is virtually impossible to link culture to built fofén] it is feasible to

relate built form to family structure, clans or societies, institutions, sex roles, or status

hi er ar(Rapopast 4969

Despite the many definitions of cultyi®apoport(1980)considerghree definitions

that work tog@thertogivea compr ehensi ve understanding. Cu

typi cal i$y sofsgmbas)npeanjngs, and cognitive schemata transmitted
t hr ough sy nfbaet of adaptvestraegiés,for survivdated to ecology

and r egpoA.rceso

Rgpoport (1969 considers that the physical setting of home is an expression of culture

of the place it belongs:
AiThe di ff er endwellingsarena compéek ghanonieryon for which no single
explanation willsuffice [ €] peopl e wiitidds and édeals responfd fogarient a't
physical environments These responses vary from place to place because of changes and
di fferences in the interplay of social, cul tural
house is an institution, not juatstructure, created for a complex set of purposes. Because

building a house is a cultural phenomenon, its form and organization are greatly influenced by
the culturalmi | i eu t o wh(Rapdportj1069,lpetb)ongs . 0

Architecture can guide and praber new behavior or how people to use the space,
but it cannot Adetermined or regul ate it

boundaries, outsidmsid publicprivate aspects. As Kent (1990) suggests:

18



AThe wuse of s pac e moradirdnalyeandcensisteatly thanithe etiet way

around. [ é] Architecture is a reflection of b
reflectionofculturee n ot her words, t heyKe#d®¥0,pB)t one and
In his referencewor House form and cultureo, Rapopc
architecture as Athe i deal environment o0:

AThe fol k traditi on -cpnécious iranslatiom ato phiysica form ofaan d u n s
culture, its needs and valueas well as the desiresy ¢ a ms , and passions o
(Rapoport,1969, p.2)
Space organization, orientation and main configuration, as well the house design it is
a response to cultural environmewnth i ¢ h reflects peopl eds
environmental conditions arattitudes, beliefs, norms. Where is through the social
structure of a community where cultural values, beliefs and norms are transmitted from
one generation to anoth@eople feel comfortable in environments they choose, which
are in harmony with theirddief system. According to Rapoport (1980) environment
has a major influence on oneds behavior |
to choose where he/she feels most appropriate to live. He states:
Ailn reality, a maj o r avierfisftteough habifat selection; givemane nt o1
opportunity, people select the environment that suit them, and that are congruent with
psychol ogi cal and sociocul tural aspects of th
Therefore, stablishing in a setting that isthim concordance to ones beliefs system,
their cultural values, whether chosen or imposed, may conduct to a conflict of

dissatisfaction and stress.

2.15Homeas Ohemdoedéal &® and the o6I1ived?d

Capitalist societies as well individgaBxperiencesnd needs, memories and social
aspectsvorktogethemon portraying h e  donteloaskVBhen it comes to western
societiestheliterature s not sha in capturing these insight&€Chapman and Hockey,
1999; Malldt, 2004).

I n their bodciihdeahahgmeand domestic |
(1999) <critically addrwhidegefetritgdo those foccesp t of

and actors thabhfluence individualéchoicesin matters of house and furniture design,

SRapoport (1980) s uggeesasa seeias ofirelationshigs étwedndhings ade s
things, things and peop)l e, and people and peopl ec
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as well projectingon then the type offi i d e a | witHinithe éna,as desires,

experiencesfamily relationshig. By pr omoting fia uniqgue model |
has been popul arl y i ma,giendetdosesighiof ihcee diltiheed i n
way that it is actuallyil v g@19. Some ofhe negativaspectsnvolved is nottaking

into consideratiorthose groupshat have preferencefor different lifestyles;or the

disadvantagednes agor those with disabilities (Morgan et al, 2016), or the inequality

among womerand menthat meets at homeaising concern abouhe position of

women within the domestic spadheir privacy and securityand everthe violence

towards thenfMadigan et al, 199urst-Swanger and Petcosk3003).°

The nl deal Ho me E enhfroim1908isachogenby tbenadtioors toe v

portray the situationas manufactures, advertising and marketing ofidey to sell

Apr escr i b eideal hoosasgBy slenigrdting and calling into question the

historical housing design as not being asfootable, practical, well equipped, as their
proposal of modern house e pr esent s designerso6 strategy t

(Chapman and Hockey, 29).

Among the first who statedGoffman (1959)considers that our social behavior,

beliefs, needs, desis and chaies are shaped to a large extanthe society in which

we live, as family, community and friends. We will try to conform and act in the
presence of o6éthe othersé i n duefwbuedeent ways
when we are alone. Inglrsame manner accepting an ideal model of home irdjbyse

thesociety does not conductsgelf-fulfillment in life and consequentlyat home

Although home represents the most intimate placesa individual can withdraw

from the exterior world, the gvsonal choices of their house design meets
environment 6s expectations. Moreover, actors
well as changes that take place in the life of an individual as employment, living

location may change in time their visior their desired hous€Gurney, 1997

Chapmarand Hockey, 199; Mallett, 2009.

Regarding the relationship between tbacepts ofreaband theddealbhome Mallett
(2004 argues thatwvo predominantly views emerg®ne suggests that the notions are

sea in oppositiondue to the fact the individuals are not able to grasp their actual

6 See Chapman and Hockey (1999) for a comprehensive understanding on the discrepancy among the
6ideal 8 and é6the | ivedd home.
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environment and conditionsbeing mostly driven by nostalgic feelingsof
representatiorof their imagined homeOn the other sidethey are perceived as
Amut ual | yo ndceefpitnsi nan dc(p. 69) pcempletieg eaehsother in
defining the home concepspeople are seeking all their live to bring into existence

their imagined housito theactuallylived (Mallett, 2009.

Another ongoing debate theliteratureregard the ideaof home agheavelbseenas

i aexpression of an idealized, romanticized even nostalgic notion of home at odds
with the reality of pe (Malett 2004,pl72) Orethis ex per
concernscholargjuestiorthe core concepttha makes it look like haven apictions

ofafrsecure, safe, fre7dor regenerative spa

Asfort he case of fAthe ideal 0 homeideatbati t i cs
home represents a place of comfort and sd@etgverybodywhile studies show that

for animportantnumber oflvomen ancthildrenis aplace of confinement, segregation
andangst(Madigan et al, 199Kurst-Swanger and Petcosk3003 Mallett, 2004).

Since fihome is not some purified space of belonging, with fixed armkimeable

b o un ddMallet, 2@4, p.73)as many scholars suggest, but where inevitable
fitensions surrouhi ng t he use o(Siblay,cld9g;ited icMallstp ac e s 0
2004, p.73)prevail represents another reason for which home cannot be considered

Oheaveno.

Therefore, home cannot be associated only with positive meanif@siag refuge,
safety, security, privacygomfort, freedom, control, wélking or seen as opposed and
separatedhe public, unsafe, chaotic, surveyed, outside waitd this in hercritical
review ofhome as heavérMallett (2004)suggests that referring to different groups,

historical periods and cultures, leads to contradyateeanings of the notion

For instancefor the preindustrial western societies even for theresent situation
when manypeoplework from home due to technological everda oppositionof
meaningsdoes notmakesensesincehome is at the saméne the place for family,
work anddaily practicesThereforethresholddecomeduzzywhenit comes ta clear
separation between the outside and inside, private and mafécand unsaféfallett,
2004).

21



2.1.6 Home family and gender

Oftenin theliteratureit is referredto theconnection betweethomedanddamilybas

beingfiso strong that the ternasr e al mo st i(Malle&t,)2@0h p."3).e abl e o
i When ¢ onc eielated dr ogedapping tereis, home typically symbolizes the birth
family dwelling and t he bHomeaemcomhpassdsthghoaseorf ami | y of
dwelling that a peen lived in immediately after birth and/or their childhood family house(s).
It al so symbolizes the family relationships and
(Mallett, 2004, p. 7&74).

Likewise, Gaston Bachelard (1964) puts at the core of humateege the hase, as

the place thaoffers protection and safety to the newbamd whichthe individual

experience and explore throughdig/herexistence
AfiFor our house is our corner of the walrld. As has
cosmos i n ever y GasomBachelavdf 1964hped) wor d. o0 (

However, this view is highly challenged by scholars who dispute this representation

as beingfideologically laden and premised on the white, middle class, heterosexual

nuclear familyp (Mallett, 2004, p. 74)Whi | e t he concepts of &éhome

known for their correspondencien meaningsaremostly detected in the historical and

cultural environmentsvhere the nuclear familis predominantther dissociationis

mostlyobviousin the moderrsocietiesvhere thadeaof family has different meaning

for different groups (Mallett, 2004)

Another contestedubjectamong the scholamwith great implications orbuilding

ideaso f 6 f a mi | yisithe gendepelspectiveBedpite those ho assert for a

gendemeutral approachf e mi ni st theorists differentiated
meaning of home in matters of housing design and consumption, regarding home as

display of status, family, security and privacy, tenure and the implicati@ason the

labor marke{Madigan et al1990; Gurney, 199 KurstSwanger and Petcosky, 2003

Mallett, 2004).

Madigan et al. (199®uggesthatan important spect in the housingroduction ighe
housingdesign which they considers gender biasedror instancethe misconception

7 One of he most qatedscholarin literature for a gendeneutral viewis Saunderg¢Madigan et al,
1990 Gurney, 199Y.
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Astereotype of woamesut wherm spedifieypekof elavioe is 0

encouraged hr ough domestic i nteriords planni ng

With respect to privacy within the family members, is mostigerstood as privacy

within adults and children, dismissing the same needs amengnd womerin fact

is the women that benefits the less. While childgejoy theirown rooms, and even

the husbandias theorivacy of a studio, is the womavho, when noworking, spends

themost of thetime at homewholacksthe intimacy ofa space of her owfMadigan

et al,1990, p. 632).
AWomen have real difficulty in knowing what I
sense a woman controls the whole hobsg in another she may feel she owns nothing
personally but he(Whitehord, 4980ii Madigam et wlO00dm. G8B)e . O

Moreover,Madigan et al. (1990) argue differenasstalsoi n t he case of

gai no t o beandtb use the lousé asabdrgain, which comes in the

disadvantagef women, whichare less likely to own a home than men do.

Whether they are undermined by their partners on the decision makingler case

of femaleheaded householdsay face inequaly on the labor market nteingable

to access sae financial benefits as men dmnduct women to have less authority

within the domestic realm of family, wepend morentheseur i ty t hat mer
provides As a consequenc#é may lead tsocial segegation and even isolation which

may affect women psychologicahd their social engageme(Madigan et al, 1990,

p. 633).

Gurneyo6s (1997) study besforlife dventgasliomeat es g
as women tend to have more complex degtion of them a s wel | Ahi d:
contradi ct oAlsyg, womernassenngore @ositive meaniagshey show

their emotions and feelings in relation with their home, wdefen e gat i ve ar
i nstrumentaddn dte ama \na. Theganeenorp praaapied witly the

housing design which becomes means to reflect their prestige and status, unlike men

concernednore likely with the house as an investméviadigan et al, 1990

Moreover,tfise x pect ed more from the men andb perc
achi evementpoopabiltyh is| ehi tglhheer f or women to s
emotional refuge or heaven or source of protextn 6 ( S o me r v iitol bk e , 19
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more intimately linkedo the dwelling in terms of theirselfd ent i t yo ( Rapoport,
p.23;citedin Somerville, 1997).

2.1.76 Maning ofho me 6 therperspectiveof Romanianrural house

Along the history, people based their survival on their own skills and on the rich
conditions of the environment, while the house becomes the certteziotiniverse

were almost all activitie and social relations unfold.

iThe eternity wabsaybaknawn duotef ghitosopherilLuciama g e 0
Blaga when referringo the traditional Romanian settlement as it encapsulates all
dimensions engaged building the nation, whereas the cultural, sessonomic and
historical factorsact aghe most fundament&/aduvaPoenaru1999 .

Vladutiu (1973) and VaduvBoenaru (19 9 ) refers to®andi | | ageds
Afgospodariao (the hfactos stthe avdljtionaosRomasiang ni f i c an
popul ar (Madutiut 1073¢ p. 121) respectively a place A
continuity and permanence iin the historica
(VaduvaPoenaru, 1999, p. 6Yhe rural houseis perceived ssa vital symbol of

building and maintaining the traditidoy placing at its center the Romanian peasant as

sole constructor and architect of its homkace (Curinschi Vorona, 1981; lonescu,

1982).

As met in all cul tur eRomaniaturald oacte d&f tedisf acait
gesture | ink to t he (Biciostan2006np 61y ciita opfl atchee owor
exi stence of(VatiuuaPeenaru,bl899,npg8) This way of thinking

mirrors Heidegger s (19 7slbping@acatreceopgasivn about
Abel ongs {(pd6e0dlvkenisé, GastgnoBachelard (1964) puts at the core of

human existence the house, as the most fundamental act:

fiFor our house is our corner of t hesse, avreal | d . As has
cosmos i n ever y(GasommBachelavdf 1964hped) wor d. o

8 Romanian philosopher Lucian Blaga quoted in VadBeanaru (1999, p. 6)

Many meanig s ar e assi gn etdanbeoa houser asetifement/dlage dthe cduntry
itself, native or origin place, or even the traditional oven where fodeiisy prepared. For further
information see VaduvRoenaru (1999, p. 6). In the text has the meanifgo$eshat compose the
village.
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Theocabul ary wusedrurnlt heenvpaatnméemet devagt
under stcomcdhetche on t hat Romanitdrei vi lhloange s |
says ifnsitae atdr @i 0 (t o liifve) wotrdwdisa wauesd atol
Ato resist, to stay in one placeo. Peopl
pl ahcoemdee spi t e t he chian |temey ema Moraryn2FlRacmadn i &
p.6162).

Romanian rural house idepictedas a complex structure the sensé incorporates a
pool of meaningsas shelter, a place of cultural identity, customs and traditions, place
of origin and birth, the childhoodg hbobtise

and talent. It keeps community togetbéieringc o mmon | anguage and v
r ef er e n éoehalptus and bebavidor all its membergBiciusca, 2006, p. 19).
Also,Romaniasi st rong ori ginal ity antberlifestglat i ve

through their homedgvery house has its own uniqueness, it identifies and it is tailored
after the life of one familyVladutiu, 1973, p. 11).
AHouse and a personés way of living is one al
h o u gBiciusta, 2006, p. 66)
Unli ke the noun O6casad as referred only
apartment) , i n Romanian | anguage the ad\y
emotions engagement. Experiencing and feeling home enaergene poses the
question 6wherebdé as fAstaying, heading or
for, feeling (Soaita, P0&5 m&). at homeod

Moreover, he multidimensionalsignificanceof the rurd houseand its role forthe
inhabitants in @rmanesti settlementhe place of the case studlyis bestdescribed

by Professor Vasile Alex@008, 2015)n hismonographsbout his hometown.

Thus, he multilayered dimension of theral house is best grasped in the daily and
seasonal activities,sawell in the most important moments of the family as birth,
marriage and death. Moreover, the house has the crucial role where the education takes
place, where knowledge is transmited from generation to generation, from parents to
children(Alexa et al, 08, 2015)

The socialaspectof home in bringing people together and strengthen community is
present on many levels since its making. The traditional house and the idea of family

is seen as inseparable since both have common start. The constructiom of t
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homestead complex is an important reason of celebration with neighbors and friends
while offering giftswith6 new homed occasion to the new far
the lovely place of the house acts as mediator, a binder between family members,

friends and neighbors for all these important moméhlisxa et al, 2008, 2015)

The symbolic and the functional dimension of hotnenetogether for an important
moment : t he O bWhethdrohoosing the pnoper glaceufar éhe future
complex or the material used foits construction the process implies a careful
followed ritual

fl é the place for constructiodepends byhe access to water sourcesit to main road,

geographical position, orientati oexaaeabards the su
2015, p. 189)

AfThe tree was .]&ftetthetreedrisd up fer&12 endnthgwvas.good for use.
From this dried wood we Alexadétali201lb,p.t18e tradi ti onal h
Although express common attributes of the {grsettlement, theuralhouse keeps its
uniqueness, the identity of each family. Efforts are made for the material aspects as
furnishing, as well for thevhole comple® decoration to expresses the social status
of its inhabitantgAlexa et al, 2008, 2035

2.1.88Meaning of ho me 6communistera flats

When examined the O0socialist homed and inhab
contohba very different view from the western p
in all aspect snd thd effopte kel i@ deslefining thee howsing

environment heavily changed the wdwellersrelate and experience their homes.

In this section, emphasis is made on those aspects, which are considered as
fundament al i n shaping ¢eéeheaettsaci ati gtes &dame
enthusiasm the most. However, literature is scarce considering the implications and

challenges this type of dwelling presupm$&t at eds | mpanenvoesng at i on of
plan, with its production and consumption, as well inhabisadt opposi ti on towa
change, experiences and their attempts to create a meaningfulplaareeare

characteristics identified by authors in &lbviet Blo® s ¢ o (Sillihce, i1896;

Crowley and Reid, 2002; Siegelbaum, 2006; Soaita, 2015)
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The ideaofi i d e a |1 higblyneenghasized as a nucleus for the emergence of the
new sociali st nati on, came into conflict
fuiutdo'!, with inhabitantsdé actual values, |i
new Soviet persan(Reid, 2006, p.14&tarts within the realm of the apartment block,
efforts are carried to develop the proper environment to proppghtieal identity
and Ashapeo@ameydndReid,2QG02, p.&1).
Al é] configur at i mliticaladéternfinan of icangriousnass and bepavior,
including a podkotkimqudies in Crevley and Rdidj 2002, p.11)
When trying to define O6homed in social.i:
shared by most of 6t hbeeirneys eoabrjcehcetrisf i aesd @ oo
space by th&tate production system to serve and facilitate the new socialawder
the new O6sel fd
ANew homes [é] were sites for the reproductio
home was presged as another site of production alongside the factory and the office, where
the material environment was disposed and actively designed to assist in the manufacture of a
new g@&dwley 2002, p. 190)
Privacydoi s a recurrent tbemkbi s’wthehomed i asng't
different levels and forms as result of the struggle between State and its citizens. The
established fAideol ogi cal character”™ of t
in all levels of life and housing structure. Mdrawal of private property right,
Adefining soviet familyo, #fAdisciplaining t
these expose the dathomest i c | ife to the public ga
practices had to Db(€rowieg B0 183).at ed i n publ i
iDomesti c, everyday | ife was not to be closet
but part of a continuum: the boundar(Relds wer e ¢
2006, 147).
Unl i ke west er n 0saplade avlvere privacy shouldl tbrives a glace of
intimacy for individualsand familyrelations,in this casethe concepthas adifferent

¥The mediaandgoverme nt of fi ci als are portrayi fGQowehe fsoci
2002,p. 189192).

11 Reid (2006, p. 144 50) defines o6uiutd as rhkeailngildrmgbont r al t
furthers quotes Francine du Plessix Gray when refgto Soviet Russian women, for the definition of

Ouiaust 6 being fAslavic talent for cr endwithntltemastt ender
modest .meanso
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understanding. To keep population obedient and serve the communist goal the
domestic environment would become parttbé public agenda under constant
monitoring. It is desired for:
A[ é] total annihilation of private property and p
l'ife, the complete mer gi ng (Sfegelbaumd2006,ipd3yal and col |
Sateds intrusion is made clear in countl ess
present since their planning, building, in making their interior furniture, decoration and
equipment, and goes farther until constant psychological manipulation in gitoovin
to live and behave within these apartments. In thatter, Reid (2006) quotes

Khr us hspéeehat ihes TwentyFirst Party Congress in January 1959:

i It is necessary not only to provide peopl e with
comectl vy, to observe the | aws of sociali st cCommun
accord but is to be achieved through protracted, stubborn struggle for the triumph of the new,
communi st “Way of Iife.o

The role of family is emphasized as crucial @argetuating socialist idealas the

controlovert he domestic domain creates fAstrong, he

this responsibility is left tthei e duc at e d, nurturing,-and civVvic

wi v @Neady, 2006, p. 117lror thesegovernment officials and medgubmit efforts

to teach the proper behaviat home whereas returns to wives to carry most of the

burden Regardi ng apamémést sa g aleeinin ebkioiggu i d e s

t he 06i de almatiemof thefurniture,sdécoration, and maintenan@eid,

2006)

It is in this context of mass production of interior design and overcrowding apartments
where a sense of theelf, personal and family identity and intimacy has much to suffer
Afeven i f peopdoerortbewcbmimoncréalngheir hbrhes had much in
c o mmdReid, 2006, p.156)Neary (2006)aysindividuality, personal space and
identity is expected to be part of public concern:

AiPer sonal e Vv e nt s-damestiehappiaessi was public happ e §Neayo
2006)

12 QuotedKhrushchevat the TwentyFirst Party Congress in January 1969Reid (2006p. 147148).
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Despite the conditions, material culture constitute the main tactic to defeat alienation
and standardizatiorior people tobe able tacall the small, crampedpartmentithe
only bit of the worI(Reidy00d can have for vy

2.1.8.1Homemaking andidentity

I n her essay the AThe meaning of Ho me: T
yoursel fo, Reid (20 0hée¢prazasdof hmesnakmagetbwo st r ¢
the flatoccupants to combat alienation and standatidizaDespite the propagandistic

efforts towards homogenization givenbyh e Al i mi t ed number of

l i mited ways in which one could fit onebo
(Reid, 2006, p.156)nhabitantdong for personal andamily identity, to differentiate
themselves fromeighbors, friends and society. In this respect, they appeal to material
culture to appropriate their horag@artment and to create, as the author refers, a

Aprivate spaceo.

Sinceit is not possible to bmg modifications to the physical elements of the apartment,

the monotony of the simple, unified, modern style is banished by mixing different
styles of furniture and decoration in a
diverse decorations and futunie, made according to family budget, constitutes other

strategy to personalize and animate the interior for a more comfortable environment.

As these practices unfolds not only on a
one as well, itmakesaclemrs serti on of citizensd positi
production and standardizationod, and the
lifestyle and for privacyReid, 2006, p.16164).

Similar attitudes flabccupiers developed during tkemmunist regimes in Poland
(Crowley, 2002) and in Romania (Biciusca, 2006) in order to cope with lack of privacy
and the Aideal |l i f estyl eCrpmep RPOOX . 89d). by t h

Those whochanged theitifestyle from a rural toan urban one during the regimes
struggleon fitting their practices anctligoms intheir newapartment according to their
own needs, idregarding the purpose giving to each spaiceé the expectatiorthe
State has for its uselabitans handle its space howethconsider the mosisefulby
adaptingit to theirrural way of life. Thus, hey are able to create a sense of home, a

pl ace of memory and personal identity by
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bel ongi ngs, Atraditienaln iomnCraviey 20820p.er and e>d
191).

2.19Towardsa f ramewor k on Omeaning of homeo

During the transition period in former socialist countries, housing privatization is
considered one of the major changes that resulted in a different level of andergt
and exper i dAmoodn2012;Gbatandibh).

While ownership isseen ascr i t i c al for ifla senses of aut
sat i s f(Atveobd, 2012pp. 925)its positive aspects are overshadowed by the
current challenge®f the housingstock Affording an apartment and support its
mai nt enance, overcrowding |living, poor qgual

housi ng(Saiteo2016,e.FJepresents setbackbthe joy ofowningahome.

In fact, not having to deal with thesesu®s represents an important reason for
government 6s tr aowrtsitizens.fiis expeciedoe mew ownersi g ht s

to developafisoci al coamndi ten®@nd 0gover nmemthisfs r espon:
matter, results in a Russianiddle classstudys ugge st Afa stronger sen:
responsibility r e | araintergance df klocks and theurroundigs (Atwood,

2012, p. 925).

Two recent studies in Russia and in Romania highlights the most prevailing meanings
of home for the specifizrban contect in these countries. There are especially
i mportant as they offer a fr ameamdguite of O mean

the current research.

Attwood (2012) conducts a study in Moscow, St Petersburg and other three provincial

cities where she useemail questionnaires as a method to find out insights whether

(@)
(2]

private ownership had an i mpact on peopl e
middle class. Sixtyhree female and 14 male, with the majocibyningfrom Moscow,

took part on the surveys guidance in her researchttwood(2012)c onsi der s Fox0s
(2007) <classification of fApeoplebdbs feelings

Thud,ivé@ main clusterso avbedomeemasi fai efdi nbayn c F
investment; home as a physical structure; hometasitory, connoting security and

control; home as a centre for self identity, areflecditoh oned6s i deas and val
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home as a social and cultural unit, the locugdtationships with familyanti r i end s 6
(Fox 2007; cited irAttwood, 2012, p. 915).

Attwoodd g2012) findings corroborateFox6 2007) list. However, i bme as a
financi al i nrveefsd rmemad & fhars tntbe respondent s
i dentityo ifewamensthart s fovmen, due to their life experience.

With almostall the respondents owning their sociats. apartment, theutcomes
suggest fAa strong c¢ o minkitgmte the developmentafar at e
middle class and to the political and econostability which are thought to stem from

that clase .

Inamorerecentstudy The meaning of home anmownBfo mani a
0 ¢ ¢ u pSoata (2045) empiricallg e pi ct s &écor e imaecasastudyy s 0 0 1
conductedimne of Romani ads | ar gethetcityofiPiteste s ( 17
Questionnairesollected from 150 communigtr a f | at sd t buldenst s an

of suburban housing meant for comparison on meanings of home.

In addition, indepth interviews were conducted with 28, respectively 32 of them.
Findings suggest that sebfuildersand flatownersdo notconsiderablydiffer in their

meanings of home buidetached houses rather than flats facilitate nfiollg their
appropriation (p. 1) Significantly, these resultexpresdi t mudtilayered and muki

scal ardo meamomgfk| @ fvehdreaed o icahey thescommunist
housi ng emoatidnal doaaid , i a -diwlotcu rad | for famityramdt or y o

friends.

The ideaof family is seen as the most importamheaning of homefi Gmfort and

wel |l bei ngo, erfiterynentailimpfeeingsrofaséltiertity and practices of
personalizationo, Acontr ol and agency, w
spaceo, fan association between the emot |
Aont ol ogi coadudes theclist ofimeapidfSoaita, 2015 p. 120).

While findings confirm those find elsewheréete aresome importantlifferences

AsinAt t wo(2082) study home is not seen as a financial investment. Uiilike
thewestern viewyaf@gomesthnotpan fAexplicito
Afont ol ogi ¢sadrceigee aiwrnietdydigardensla8 anchors to the natural

wor |l d, or the epistemol og MoreoVer,amienonmyi x o f

fiseemed an essential qualityofdwvel gs r at her t han homeso.
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2.2Methodology of the Thesis

The case studyis conducted by taking the concomitant following steps. Knowledge
about small town Darmanesti comes primarily from information provided by the city
halld & Bpartment of Urban Planniédt consists in written and visual data, as well

under the form of interviews with the employees, including the Chief Architect of the

locality. The provided material from the city hall consists in:

1 General Urban Planning of Darmanesti town (1997), ptoecnade by fAGener al
Proiect S.A. Bacauo, having the number 86/
form of an A4 book containing written, visual and tables data about Darmanesti
and its component localities. In the 58 pages and annexes, the locality isezkamin
under recurrent criteria, including the existent situation and proposals for future
development. Photos of the document are taking by the researcher.

1T Gener al Urban Pl anning of Dar manest.i t own
S.R. L. O, h a vnurmbegr 84/108942008: the poeuenent consists in one
drawing (nder the notation A2.1.) on a 0@ scale of Darmanesti town depicting
the existent situati on. City hall és empl o
format.

1 The city hall supplementsarchitecturaldrawings and quantitative data about
blocks proposals in Darmanesti preggh during the communist regimBespite
theirdesired implementatioior the years 1983 and 1985, currently the blocks are
not among those standing in the locality. Howetrex,onenear thecity hall seems
an adapted version of these plans. Photos of the documents are taking by the
researcher.

T The city hal/l provi des, under an A4 for mat
the number of apartments corresponding to @athem

1 Eleven books about Darmanesti town the form of monographsvritten by
Professor Vasile Alexa et.are given from the city hall. Together with ttveo
General Urban Planning from 1997 and 2008, the researcher is at#@pitd a
comprehensive understandingt only about the town and gsirrounding®utfor

the case samples as well.

With the aimto understand flate w n emmeanéng of homein-depth interviews are

conductedn a case study in Darmanestitawn A°- ci ty hall 6s empl oyee p
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of communcation between the researcher and dwellers by introduction. Randomly
ringing the bells doesnot represents an
Romania, including in Darmnaesti, where thieves pretending to work for diverse
companies are stealinggfm peopl eds homes. At the entr
placed a not that advises residents not to invite under any circumstances strangers in

their homes.

Firstindividuals to which the responsible asked for help are the ones that he is more
aquatined with, like block administrators or friends. After, finding new residents is
emerging throw recommendation within the same block. Two individuals working for
the city hall happens to live in blocks and are asked by researcher if they wish to

participateand they accept.

The method in @ntacting the respondents makesa concentration of interviews to
be in same | ocations. However, the famild.|
an advantage and valuable data is offered even on the behalfrofefghbors. In

addition, the information is able to be verified from multiple sources.

Thirteen interviews in eleven apartments from four blocks built during the communist
regime are conductéddr the study. To be mentioned, obtaining data from citydradl
dealing for a meeting with thoseirveyed hagso inconveniencelt is for this reason

the process lasts relatively a short period, between 18 January 2016 and 07 March
2016.

The researcher is in direct contagth therespondents throughout theidy through

means of cellphondf at the moment of the introductiondie is no time for an
interviewa meeting is schedulddr later, telephonically. Interviews are conducted in
resident sd apart [@0whend is coeppssiblg, but theowsmer c a s e

parentsd individual house.
The interviews | asts between 25 inmeshut es
and availability to engage. The intervie

The interviewee® ar e number ed 6ad edningfrr@2m edtocwn e(r &
according to the code attributed to each apartment. In two cases both husbands are part

of the sample, in which case distinction is made with additional letters x and y as for
instance Oi& and Oly. The apartments taken dsetcases studies are coded as

foll owed F1, leteeRcomirgf3r cemh cé f I(adtF®) , whil e th
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which the apartments belong are taken the notations A, D, J, and N (the letters result
from the notation of all blocks in DarmanestiJable 2.1 shows the distribution of

blocks, the flats as casamplesandinterviewedowners.

Ar e targeted only the apartments which hous
The professions of the interviewees are diverse. Among them it can be mentidéned tha
of doctor, teacher, police officer, accounting. Housewives and retirees are also among

the participants. For those working, the interviews are taking in the evening.

TheTables 2.22.3 and 2.4 inform about the case samples. Therefore, majority of the
household are employed and are over forty ye@aftd. Most of them are females due
to availability to engage in conversations and because indbtireflats live women

alone.There is among the participants one male in his late 20s living, dlonever

Table.2.1: Distribution of blocks, flatsandinterviewedowners

BLOK FLAT HOUSEHOLD
A F1, F2, F3 01,02,03
D F4, F5, F6F7 04,05,06x%,06-y,07
J F8 08-x,08y
N F9, F10, F11 09,010,011

Table.2.2: Gender distribution of the households.

o1 02 03 04 05 0O6x O6y O7 08x o8y 09 010 O11

FEMALE X X X X X X X X X X

MALE X X X

Concomitant with the interviews are taken observations, sketches and notes about the
flats. In tenout of eleven apartments is permittedto the researcher to take
photographsat least from the living room. In other case, including the apartment that

is not available for visiting only documentation as sketches is available. In the rooms

where access is denied, information relies s
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Table.23: Age distribution of the case sample.

01 02 O3 04 05 06X o6y O7 08x o8y 09 010 oO11

20-30 X

3040 X

40-50 X X X X

50-70 X X X X X X X

Table.2.4:Occupation distribution of the case sample.

01 02 O3 04 O5 06X o6y O7 08x o8y 09 010 O11

EMPLOYED X X X X X X X X

RETIRED X X X

HOUSEWIVE X X

Aspects thamaylimit the research are further outlined:

T

The distance of one hour car drive between Darmanesti and the place were
reseacher has residence during the study constitutes an impediment on
investigating deeper and throughout a long period.

The limited number of the case studies, of eleven apartments and thirteen
interviews is due to challenges on finding other cooperable itambi and
available for a meeting.

Ringing at the bell and asking for an interview is not a solution since people show
mistrust to newcomers. Therefore, reaching out tenants for case samples is made
only through intermediaries. This method, however, ceduthe number of
interviews.

While engaging in observations in the town and blocks of flats or trying to interact
with the locals there is a certain degree of suspicion about the researcher and the
reasons of her presence.

Documenting the interiors thugh sketching and photographing, while necessary,

it is seen by some of the households as an intrusion and an atigh®t privacy.
Duetotleser e as ons svanhiecooperatepdarejust revealing partial

areas of their apartments.

Distributing questionnairesvould may reach a large number of people, however
would have not offer deep insightss for instanceépg r as p pehaviprine 6 s

their homesnvironment.
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1 A disadvantage is not being able to acquire from residents or from city hall
apartme nt s 6 ar c hi t @ut of six tygés ofdarchitecturalgpanhe
owners are able to provide only three with all areas and dimensions spghiged
Is the case for the flagpe IV, V and VI). As for the others, the information relies

on researft e rsketshesind measurements, aswielh habi t ant s recal |
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3. THE HOUSING CONDITION IN ROMANIA AND IN DARMANESTI

This chapter describehe context and the conditions why research is beld it
emphasize those cirmstances thabas influenced the most the actual housing
challenges.Assessingthe housing situation and housinglipy in Romaniaare
regardedhs part of an investigatiamthin the key moments and aspects that influenced

the most its production and camsption.

In doing so attentiont is given to the communisind the transitioperiod in Romania
wherechanges adopted farount r y 6 s e c o nmmilitutesadhatterof o p men
urgency with implications on housingrurther, the focus falls on the pattiar context
for future agreindustrial towns, their meanirfgr the evolution of thsocialist nation

andtherole they serve in thelannedextinction ofRomaniarrural environment.

The second part of the chapter is dedicated on framing the housingaomdsmall

town Darmanesti, from where the case samples belongs.

3.1.The Romanian Housing Environment

As Denise Deletant (199%rote:

AThere Iis no better example of Ceauses:s
urban and rur al egybshkbmanpg atdbeletanh § € pr a
1995, p. 294)

The changes undergone during tfhwhereae gi me
personds consciousness, his soci al rel at
reconfigured to meetacommongodl. &t e i nvol vement in all ¢
is conceived throw means of chamgy o neds v al ue¢gBobriecuradd way
lordachi, 2005).

BAut hors refer to the Anew mano as for the citiz
(see Dobricu and lordachi (2005 p.21).
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A centralized economy and a unique party who looked for total control with the means
of terror it is a recognable feature of the east European countries whose figures in
power are guided by Marxisteninist ideologyDeletant, 1999

Removal of the Romanian intellectual class and beginning of political trials, the
abolition of Monarchy and prohibition of any ottgarty except P.M.R. (future P.C.R.)
are the most significantneasures thamade possibleat 30 December1947 the
declarationof RomaniaP e o p | e 0 s IRreppesebt$ théeginningof a long
process on bringing the nation and its people under a lieslii@style closeof that

of Soviet Union (former U.R.S.S.) that would change drastically Roenanian
housingenvironmentnd conditiongDeletant, 1999

The current postommunist context reveals an enthusiastic nation anxious to resume
foreign relatons with the Western Europe, to embrace a lifestyle and a worldwide
integration. NATO membership in 2004 and the EU fellowship from 2007 makes
Romani ads dAstability and reliabilityodo a mat
context, wh e rge anmsa rak eft f venccotnioamyion i s seen as e€es
partners. The economic sector put in motion by the privatization after 1989 has
ambitiously been pushed for farther breakthroughs, while the communist legacy
el evates the countndgldivprodres®t i | e environment a

3.1.1. Urban change and theree r gence of fAnew townsao

The establishment of the communist system after the Il World War and the transition

towards a democratic system following the 1989 revolution are considered major shifts

i n R o mumbanization®procesglanos, 1987; Pitulac, 2011; Mitrica et al, 2014)

Social i st tarntliesassedtimenyafthée Sat epa absol ute power

as unigue landholder and general investor in the housing sector.

ACi ti es ast omaltir teameege donbotd ttdpurpose of advancement
but also for contro{Pitulac, 2011)With an urban population of only 24% in 1930
(142 towng effortsar e made t o c h agragian proftedonreachynga r ur al

14 For detailed steps and means the Communist Party reach to rule in Romania, see Deletant (1999).
15 SeeTurnock (2007, p.6®6) andwww.europa.eufor further information about postommunist
restructuring and Romaniads EU member ship.

16 Enyedi (1988) refers to urbanization as two distinct processes: increase in the wfimbzan
localities and/or the absorption of population into the urban.
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level of modernizatiorsimilar with other European states. Considerable increfise

urban areafom 23, 4% to 53% duringthe 1948989 peri od 1 S assur e
endowment with production units. The industrialization process played a decisive role

i n count r y @mnent wheeeas thd mdustrlal town becoming the most

representative urban settlement.

Authors distinguish the following years as being decisive on the formation of urban
entities:19451968, 1968, 1968989, 1989, 199Q002. While given urban status to

arur al |l ocality before 648 a constant pr
communistegime thecriteria of selection rests on reasons of administrative revisions

and to support the political agenda. Unlike 194868 (with 56 new tows) and 1968

(with 48 new townsperiods where the reasons fsomotions arenainly due to new

territorial administrative reorganization, 1989 marks the performance on declaring 23
agraindustrial new towns as part of the strategic plarudcdl systematizatioifZanfir

et al, 2009; Sageata, 2010, p-50.

With édurban and rur al |l ocalities systemat
enters under strict reconfiguration and planed economic restructitringexpected

an extensive reduction of rural settiembs and a considerable promotions of those
considered viableThe process of rural systematization plan leads to sustained
urbanizationdesiredfor choserrural entities to assume the role of administrative or

industry centerDespite the efforts thanticipatedpromotionsarenot concluded due

to reality conditions, where the decisive role it has the interruption of communism in
1989(Turnock, 1991

Di spersion of townsd network throughout t
of the differences détween village and cityand a more compact and connected

network. Moreover, it is expected a reduction nimigration towards big cities by

offering job opportunitiesh the new choserural centersas wella better management

of human resourcem agricutural andindustrial field An immediatebenefitis to

block migration towards cities of the young peasants looking for working
opportunities, a challenge t hat(Tuinack, st i | |
1966)

Therefore, the newly towns afte 6 74 are this thesisods f

represents, intention and method on obtaining them by dismantling and dismissing a
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formation of cultural heritage formed over centuries. If concluded the program, would
have meant total change of the rudce.

The townsthat makethist h e dacusr@mesents a challenging category duéhto
little urban experience thegosesas their declaration from villages comiesthe
Revolution yearunlike thoseagraindustrial townsthat have been declared befor
systematization prograins adoption.

3.1.1.1 Reconfiguration of the rural pace

Romani ads identity suffered the most i n alm
extreme measures taken by the Regime to cre
Acul ¢ @m a¢(Sodok D995, p.225k best to dscribe the extent to which the

State eradicated and transformed the rural physical environment, as well altered

peasantsd values, their social order and re

With almost 75% (in 1948) of Romanians livingn rural areas, peasantry and their

environmentis considele cr uci al a moamae ingadledinyhé maod e b at e

of power. Whi | e t he goal i s for an i mprovement
modernization and development, the hidden agenda revealdetire for power

consolidation under a continuum contfalver citizens. Therefore, the new set of laws

and decisions are considetecbef undament al f or nTswevmainegi meds a.
reforms markhe transition from an agrarian society towards a modation, whereas

targeted for this transformation is the whole rural space.

The struggle between the Romanian peasantry and the communist state it is
documented by Dobrincu and Il ordachi (2005)

Power: The process afgricultural collectivization in Romania19499 6 20. As wel |

as t he nationalizati on of i i-195Py sher i a | and
collectivization of agricultural | and means
resources, an essential achimven t Ato start the forced indus

Encountered opposition resulted in harsh behavior towards the peasantry that leads to

more than 80000 documented arrestdil 1952. All these events manifestad

1775% of population represents 12 000 000 citizens (Dobricu and lordachi , 2005, p. 21).
18 See Deletant (1995, 1999), Dobricu and lordachi (2005) for objective accounts of whdt mea
Communist Party for Romania and its citizens.
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disruption with the old values, changen f p e a § ammatge® , s eMhfer e t h

economic and political relations in rural areas suffer irreversible mutations.

Depleting peasants from their | and has dc¢
statebds fdaut hor it ynewlyavorking clésg onfthlerotmeandi on o f
causeshepeasantry to feel vulnerable and more able to accept the following changes.
Farming, known as the primary method for their survival and a main aspect of the rural
homestead, lost its role in unificationdaequilibrium for the family and community,

as wel |l the place it occupi eBobriounandunder s
lordachi, 2005, p.21, 28, 2Bgletant, 1999, p. 10)

6Systemati zation of Ut ddmptendd bRurtahe L@/
Nat i o n(NatiomadGathering) at 29 October 1974 is the second major moment that
affects the rural space after the Il World War. Thereby, it offers to Ceausescu the legal
means for theopportunitymuch desired to operate coun
interference Undoubtedlythe precarious state in which the country found itself at that
moment demanded urgently decisions to be taken. However, the exteinicko
interventions are done is to benefit the State, being directed on building the new

socialistsgt em t han answering citizensod needs.

Restructuring of the rural areas is not a new concept for Romania, yet the ideological
considerations that stands for th@seervationsnegates the roots and principle under
which the nation has been built :
il € the priority for socialist agriculture, progressively marginalizing the private sector by
reducing the land available to it and by constraining the operation of free market; and the
insistence on a buiknvironmentcomprising apartment blocks which would ashé both
uniformity across the country and a system of surveillance to minimize individualism with
potential for passi Mwnookel89l,p.58)nce t o the regim
Investment in key settlements for further rank promotion, while letting the nyajorit
villages to fex@etri eaotionmprolatsesay igsalks ¢ ol e
enhance the power of thetaf® and erode the traditional individualism of the
p e as a(murnock,d999) It is expected aeduction of 50066000 villages from
approximaively 13000 until the year 2000 and the number of communes from 2705

19See Cucu (1977), Defour and Baucher (1977) and Turnock (1991) for a comprehensive understanding
of the systematization process in Romania.
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to 2000, while on a short run it is planned for the localities to subscribe under certain
restrictive conditions for release of agricultural land.

3.1.1.2 Developmentofi Bw t owns 6

Since most of the villages are small in size under hardships far from urban network
and not able tcsustain futuredevelopmentsyeturnsto communes to take over
economic functions anie become centers for agricultural organization suaastrial
developmentA number of Z05 communes are identifiedreeet the conditiorfrom

which 300-400 centerd® are considered to have potentialrige totown statusafter
further investments. It is desired for an increase of at least 1298 thatwould

mean an incresefor the urban network from 236 to 59Despiteno promotionmade

in 1988 plans are release for some 480 new townauntil year 2000(Turnock,

1997).

The Afunction and profile of each I ocalitybo

correlation wih the rest of the territory. Likewise, clear direcsare drawn on

restructuring o6vatra satului o (villagebds he:

social, economic and cultural functions for an advantageous placing of fabrication

units, service and housing environmentoreover, he physical environment is

carefully plannedn the futureagroe ndustri al towns as well
in the economically developedillages |t is essential i a
bui | di n gteéndtfooagricultbra furection and effectiveness of the services

(Cucu, 1977, p. 19293; Turnock, 1991, p.252)

A concentration of buildings withimiper i met r ul ui construibi

considered to offer a more advantageous usage of seanckindustry, as well more

land for agriculturéDefour and Baucher, 1977, p.64)

Foll owing dictatorship |ines HAcoercive
house that until this moment knows a gradual and natural evolution for centuries. The
already existing homestead together with the traditional house requires withdrawing

under certain limits, whereas the new housing stock is expected to have at last two

20Turnock (1991, p.252, p. 256), Cucu (1977) and Defour and Ba(thi&7) mentions the same 300
400 of fAcentre orasenesti o (urban centers).
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floors. Alike big cities, the future d&ne
facilities and apartment block¥urnock, 199).

Block of flats is aticipated to transform peasanfiyway of t hi nki ng, t
their customs, their practices and even
lifestyle. The small, cramped amabor quality flats, most of the timeavith no
equipment isinadequate for farmers and their anim@lsrnock, 1991, p.256)

3.1.1.3Urban restructuring in post-socialism

The downfall ofa centralized plan based systéhg beginning of daocracy and free
markets have changéde sociecultural, political and economic development within
former socialist cities. The fascinatiowith the socialistregimes in carefully
coordinating, planning and building these entitie®rings the interest of various
authorsto study their spatial organization, function, physical environment and the
meaning behind i{Benedek, 2006; Tsenkova, 2008; Kliems and Dmitrieva, 2010;
Popescu, 2014)

While reclaiming the socialist cities to their rightful usérsis embraced with

exdtement and confidence, the ongoing management of the urban restructuring
process is viewed with mistrust. On one hand, there is the limitation of authority of the

local government on decisions over already narrow resources, which interplay with
various etrepreneurial actors and foreign investors, on the other. Urban policy and
reforms fAhave taken a back seato which |
access to land and its usage. Therefore,
investments ama@hn ci tyos areas, deficiency I n 1

infrastructure, fArapid s(isbnkavdh2008) z at i on al

The renewal administrative process stands for new strategic directions on economic
progress and private sector. Unttex umbrella of globalization and advancement it is
encouraged the production and consumption of goods which inevitable leads to growth
in all sectors.However, a explosion of services of any kind and new industrial

activities are challenged by a slowejesstment and unprepared infrastructure.

Tsenkova (2008) identifies the downside of this revolution as unemployment and
poverty, especially for those overdustrialized and ovewrbanized areas during the
communism that now face a breakdown. Less vubilerare those more dependent on

agriculture and less on indus{iopescu, 2014)
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For the Romanian case, 1.3 million jobs were lost due to deindustrialization, which

together with frequent recessions triggers in 1977 impressive migration from urban to
rurd,inever encount er ed (Papesecno2€ld,p.a90;iBensdelgr y bef or
2006)

Overall t hi s Amosaic of di verse wurban experienc
transformation exposes fAincome inequality, ¢
Afdegradabn | iving standardso, Arising homel ¢
missing the purchasing power on managing for day to dayTdgenkova, 2008, p.

297).

3114A New townso during transition

APol i tical coordinat edoofuribfaonriczeadt i iomd uisnt rti lad
results in a considerable number of new t owl
characteristicso and i nconsi stencies at t he

environmen{Sageata, 2010, p. 50)

The socieeconomic and gitical changes brought about after 1989 has a deep impact

on most of the aspects that define the newly namediadustrial towns. Currently

part of Ro ma n i*aatdbrsling gontlael dimensianaV oriserion with a

population less than 20000, thesent i t i es compose more than hal
localities(Zamfir et al,2009)

Zamfir et al.(2009 definesthemasthiet he basi c unit ,alihk nati onal
betweentheurbanandryidlf undament anld ythédame fime,rsimh.ar a
vague in their identitydue tofir ur al and wur ban consiskngdh characte

Ademographic behavior, economic functions, s

Sincethe agroindustrialtowns have occupied precise place within ghcommunist

system that assuredot only their survivalbut alsoa future and continuous

development, the shock for its inhabitants on losing their secured job and their
accustomedifestyle after6 89 opens the possibility for a gr

individual to takeactions, whichhim/she considers properly.

21 There are 161 small towns in Romar{igamfir et al. (2009).
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3.1.2 Housing plicy in Romania

Alike in other countries belonging to former Soviet Bleco mani a0s housi ng
has undergone profound changes in two key moments: when switching to a centralized
planed based economic systelring the communist regime amdth its dissolution

that madedhe transition to a democratiation

Various authors record these moments and the stemming implications due to the
challenges the communist dilemma opposes nowgces|yein the housing area; only

in Romania 75% of the dwellingsare completed under the years of egalitarian
oppression. This astonishing outcome 1 s
bui I {Turmogkp1990, p.136&nd by limiting the privateextor as taking control
over count (Rpnhas, 1982Farmockrl@9@;Sillince, 199Q Kornai, 1992;

Turner et al, 1992; Clapham;1995; Tsenkova, 2009)

The | arge scale Arenewal processo of the
broughtabout by the Ceausescue gi me. Since the house 1is
the living standard of a societyo the n

ideologyand newsocial orde(Defour and Baucher, 1977, p. 75, 113)

Higher living standards ahnecessity of housing after the 1l World War is obvious,
yet it grows exponentially due to increase in the number of poputfiom 15.87
million to 22.72 million in 1985Also, the sistained migration from rural towards
urbanwith the industrializatiorprogramme running all over the countryasks for

allocation of the new working class.

Apartment blocks is believed to offer a faster and practical solution for this immediate

gr owt h, as wel |l to serve partyodso aganda
particularly i n t he countryside, Aminin
(Turnock, 1991, p. 252)

New policies and urban planning standards reflect large number of housing estates in
all Romanianbs <citi es a nstHaretismabeingprovided.i | e f C

22 Seventyfive percentage from the total present housirggns 2.7 million flats majority in urban areas
and2.4 million private houses, majority in rural are@srrently just 14% of the housing belongs to the
period before the regime andly 11 %is built after 1989 $oaita2015, p. 7).

23|n fact, the communist regime leads a policy and campaign to encourage thatbigke Turnock,
1990, p.136)
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A major disparity is between the first two decades of communist rule were housing

provision in made to a large extend by dmlflders, mostly in rural areas (9.29 houses

per thousands of the population in countryside durBgs11960) compared with the

8006s were stateds housing, mainly flats, don
the rural areas). However, private building continues in rural areas duringl2881

but with a very low rate of just 0.73 since almostaxd is under state properts.

A constant and almost an equivalent increase both in urban and rural areas of the
Asuprafata | ocuibilad (area of | iving space)
state produced housing. Therefore, the average diaeat@d for a family in
countryside changes from 23.7 square meter a
in the 680 s. The raise is not comparable f ol
of 100%. Moreover, the housing with one room anithwwiore tlan two rooms knows

an increase from 33 to 42 ®hile for those with two rooms a constant decréase.

Efforts are made to accommodate inhabitants within the small and uncooperative space
of these minimal homes. Like in many other doi@s belongig to former Soviet

Bloc, studies on furnishing aim for the interior space to be designed according to
rational criteria and utility® At the end of communismiieachegor over 95% of the
housing stock to be built by the state where prefabricated astdimed blocks

predominate.

The poor quality of the housing stock is shocking taking in consideration that through
the housing programe exactly the life standard is expected to rise. Therefore, flats with
water supply systems are present in only 12.3%ehbusing, where 92%in the newly
built, whereas indoor toilet in less than one third. Overcrowding is overwhelming
where for 81.5% and 27.8% of the dwellings the density per room exegleyaon,

respectively 2 persoffurnock 1990.
3.1.2.1 Tenure fornat

The enure format differs in the east European coestaccording to production,

financing, availability, stateds involvement

24 See Turnock (1990, p.13B43) for a comprehensive and detailed understanding of the distribution
and provision of housing by the private sector and the state during thet295feriod

25 Information from the annual gtstics during the regimésee Turnock, 1990, p.13[40).

26 Schaffer (1956) performs a study where he proposes diffgreatof furnishingfor the communist
apartment blocks in Romania.
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private renting is absent, public rental it is necessary (in 1989 is 33%, mat)ytdl
keep development in the country ongoing, since most of the people cannot afford to
own a home. However, for those who have the financial meamgxpected not to

own more than one for each family, while their rights are rather limited regdhgiing
property.

Homeownership in Romania it is somehow encouraged (67% owned stock in 1989),
especially in the | ate 670s and early 08
for the owners to use the house for personal gain as from the sellegtiagrit; it is

possible only under the amount price regulated by the state. Instead, the family has
assured lifetime residence of the place and the right to inherit or pass it as possession

to someone else.

3.1.2.2Housing accessibility

The housing ituation in Romaniadoes not differ fromother easternEuropean
countries were socialist valuasedesired to be fully implementeshile prohibiting
any capitalist conjunctiorit is referred to entral planned housings owned by the
state and distribute according to needs and availability, regardléssincome.
Despite theeffortsto offer housing for all its citizens, tiiendsare redirectetbr more
urgent projets like industrial developmentshile lack of housing, in timesonducted

to shortages supply and overcrowdingf'senkova, 2000

There isthe possibility, according to eachfamil and i ndi vi denafit 6s 1 n
on renting an ap arespecilly for tHewor&img ciszéng, wieichs f o n
their incomds notable tosupport © buy oneHowever, taaccess a credit for building

or buyinga houseit favors those who works as qualified or professionals, young

married couples.

Despite housing shortage, it is accessible for Romanians to own or rent a home. This

i's due tfats to keeg sisslow,eoffering good deals for those who are
considering buying one. Loans extends over 15 years with a 5% interest rate, where

the price of the hae without mortgage payment dwt exceed 4.5% othe
househol dds i nc oemimg froh the pulilie stockaas 7% ofnthe r
household income goes on rent and utilifiEsenkova, 2009) Other major benefit is

the responsibility that stateds takes ov

issue thabecomes truly problematic aft1989.
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3.1.2.3Housing @nstruction

With the implementation of new programmesassure economic growth, the new
regime gradually takes responsibility in housing construction. For the first time the
housing issue is coordinated by the state where newtyefd organizational structures
are closely supervi sed auwRroblgmele €ansiliioby t he o6C
Popul arebo (Commi ttee on Wwhgls ceptralizeoahd Peopl e' s
administrateshe all counties.
AThe (housing) pmaesni dorprtdel emriséeco i me, a Stat e
planning, scattered, anarchic and hard to organize, cannot cope with required rhythm of the
execution on large scale. On the other hand, directing a model to fulfill a design unity, a creative
desire, tosatisfy an ideological content of architecture, which to reflect the innovative rise of
the working people, the constructor of a new soci
a g e n(tocar,d952, p.5)
The legislative framework for design and exion is revised and adapted to serve
efficiently and on a long ruihe perimental projects thatstadi n t he 650s, of f
a base and knowledge for the future mass planning. As a first, the state is willingly to
support financially the building of prate dwellings, whereas lately through the
systematization plan (1974) it puts the bases of the construattonty thatmeant
change completely the Romanian physical environment.

The strategically thought pr o-yearcptans)i s spl it
devel ofemtetdb yd @& St at al Pl anificariié (State
stipulates for counties and cities the investment share, the stages and the streamline of
resources. Therefore, the al | carsasithen of st a
demand finds it necessary from 150 million in 19%8®5 to 2.922 million in 1965

1970 with over 3.700 million 1975980. The number of apartments increase during

this period, having its pealdo60ianumbenaed 680s. T
66.000 apartments are built, continuing with 528 500 between-1980, whereas

during the periods 1971980 and 1981990 the amount reaches 1.320.000,

respectively 1.700 00OZahariade, 2011, p.44)

3.1.2.4Prefabrication and standardization in housing

Largescal e devel opment of housing construction
most rational met hodo which consists in dApr
concr et e (Seldmemisbt p2p
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AArchitectur al guantei taateiav eo fr easspenrebil keisldi tpireosd
sociccul t ur al buil dings couldnét be satisfied wi
in design, industrialization in execution s
(CurinschiVorona, 1981, p. 36, 342)
The number of dwellings using prefabricated methods in the construction rapidly
increases from 5% in 1960 to 40.5% in 1975, where the use of large panels implies
Amaxi mum degr ee (Ridci, 18955,epf3@)b rWhcialtei ochwar i ng t
amang the low-rise blocks using masonry brick and monolithic slabsoalg in the
experimentaktage thosevi t h pref abricated panel s, t ov
rule predominates entirely prefabricated higte blocks done mostly using industrial
methals. Prefabrication, mechanization and typifion reduceconsideable time,
funds, and increas@roductivity. However, this conducts to simplicity of the

architectural product.

3.1.2.5New housing pattern

The vernacular rural hougeencodes a wealth ofidtorical, sociecultural and
symbolic aspect s, which have participat:¢
particular atmosphere of the picturesque. Expressions of such features resides on the
construction methods, design concepts and furniture desigh wgives a sense of

unity within the village, but at the same time particularity for each family.

By means of interplaying the daily activities and the most importanrindments as
birth, marriage and death, the house achieves meaning andale®zcton with its
inhabitants. The long association the people has with the nature resides on their daily

activities and through creative intervention into housing design.

Gradual economic development and exposure to international trends, materials and
constrution methods makes the interwar period tocbasideredhe early stages of
Romanian modern architectdfe Manifested under different architectural programs,
especially in the big cities, the new style is taken with excitement by young architects

in ther works.

27See CurinschVorona (1981), lonescu (1982) and lonescu (19863 fmvmprehensive understanding
and evolution of Romania vernacular dwelling.

28 See CurinschVorona (198, p. 29808) for a description of the first modern projects, most of them
taking place in Bucharest.
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However, the new socialist model interrupts the evolution of modern architecture after

the || Wor |l d War , which acts as fireal mut at
under At he gener gdahacabei etred, P0H3, . FAhernewdyr e s si on o
established government materializes its satiakality during almost 50 years of

Romania history, which reaches a cul minate
Adeliriumdo on the rural s pd Awxthedistdwoon t he Bu

centuries of communism the available funds are redirected towards investment in

industrial unitsthe allocatiorfor housing constructiooomes later

ARSi stemul cvartaleloro (cvartal system) star
cities reconstruatin, meaning a three to five floors rectangular building broken in

four elements, gathered around a green sq(iarmock, 1990, p. 150) 6Cvartal 6
mo d el Adid not signal a genuineitslstreetak wi t h t
alignment, low andmedium rise collective dwellings, including shared urban

amenities; material used are not the cheapest, while some ornamentation applied gives

a Apicturesqueod sensation and integrates the

Howeer, after the speech Bhrushchevn 1954, ashe criticize the socialist realism,

the new type of urban i nt ddahagadet20dp.5€£ onti nues
55). The new Russian urban structural unit represant®mplex urban housing,
services, |l eisure plteheeed haemd yi rod u siteri yg.h bfoA fhplc
the housing in conjunction with the use of prefabricated and typification on extended

areast here are created t hesaeaevhidhé&cognectsmai ts call e
bigger scale witltheneighborhood and withict i e s 6 sect or s.

Prefarication and typification |l eads to fAex
the site cZuakariade; 20@3r p.28hei necssidiyor housingit conducts
to theadopton of free urbanism and colectivaultistory bbcks model tookfrom
0At hena Ch aalrelidy proved tovibei iradiequadad to raise problems.
Accordingto the functionalist city principlesti s f or eseen bl ocks #Ai mpl
green area and a total rupture witladitional urban context, wherg¢he parcel
represents t he (Zalkaoads 2083i pt24)o n a | uni to

on |

interventi S
he vol

29 Petcu ( 1999, p. 17186) offers an analyssf Ceausescub
e0s House as

n
Petrescu (1999,18¥94) refers to the Peopl t

s 0
0 A
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The highrise block solutionit is chosenfor many citizens to have a house
Standardization brings the Romanian architecture to other level of recognition, mostly
known as echitectue of uniformity. Whenntroduced, it creates no difference from
city to city, giving the sensation of feeling lost and alienafBldis model which
Ceausescu desires to replace theal house, resulting in the disappearance of
diversity. In villages, moern blocks operates very different from thestinghousing
contexton bringing sameness and regularity, while the particularitthefplaceis

beinglost.

3.1.2.6Housing privatization

After the Revolution in 1989, Romania as the other countries belgrigi former

SovietBloci s chall enged by Al ow productivity
outdated capital stock, including housir
critical presenting Ashortage with |l ow
ove crowdi ngo under poor condition. Due t

inexistent to respond to these challenging issues.

Literature captures the essential aspects that shape the Romanian situations during
transition. Private property dominates aft®90 with a considerable increase from

64% to 98%(Soaita, 2015, p.8while the economic legitimacy of the countiges

notrest on proper parameters to sustain this surge. Since the state is the administrator

of the majority of the housing stock, mairily the urban areas, after privatization

return to the new owners to take responsibility. Therefore, costs related with
maintenance, repairs and modernization came as a burden for the inhabitants due to
the poor quality of ¢ onMoreover,spesgusincicasd er i t e

on that segment of th@opulation thatannotaffordto buy or rent a place.

3.2The Housing Condition in Small Town Darmanesti.An Introduction

The case study of the the@deld in Darmanests settlement witlanimportart agre
industrial function duringhe communistegime. The reason of choosing tlusality
is based on distinctive characteristics pertaining the actual caméx¢ one hanand

the meaning it acquires in building the socialist natinrthe other haih.

Al ong with the changes brought by the cor
OUrban and Rur al Localities Systemati zat
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any other physical sociecultural and economic transformations in the country.
Conce ni ng nationso6 future industrial devel opn
hundr eds of rur al Okey settl ement so wi t h
geographical location is believed to increase in time the urban network with almost

550 new towns. Mover, this shift ensures a more even distribution of the urban

network and allocation of work force in the territory, a better management of

agricultural land and ultimately serves as migration btogkards the cities

Despite efforts and prospects famureds of agrindustrial towns, the limited number

chosen of only 23 in 1989 reflects countryos
steps towards urbanization in Darmanesti it decides the town status on 18 Apfi) 1989

as the only viable selectioroin Moldova region. The progress in Darmanesti during

the regime, the role it occupies for population depending on its economic sectors, it

serves as determinant on its demographic and functional distinction among other rural

localities.

Nevertheless, thenexpected changes after 1990, with the closure of industry, increase
rates of unemployment and migration fréine town, together with the restructuring

of economic sectors throughout the counryngs significant changes in the locality.

The shift is #en more devastating and hard to adapttiiernewly declared town
Darmanestiwith little urban experienc¢han it is for otherssmall in size urban

localitiesthat had time to reach a certain maturidgpreciation of its industrial profile,

theenginetat propell ed its nominat(Zamfiretalr ev e al It
2009)

Currently part of Romani andéds 161 small t own
20000 inhabitants, Darmanesti struggles fibet
its futurei s di fficult to predict. Not rur al nor

reflects the distortions the socialist industrialization and systematization paey
applied based on dAarbitrary political deci si
andt he natur al cour gZamfiodtal POOPHOWever, théusrene v ol ut i on

situation revealgconomic diversificationas itresume a f t te som® ekiénta

Dar manest.i commune i s decl ar e d-intugtriaftowh & se®ndke at Nati ona
categoy with more than 10 000 inhabitar{see Alexa et al,2015, p. 24)
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more balancedevolution mostly agrariansimilar to the one interrupted by the

conmmunist regime.

The economic and industrial imparice of the locality during the communist regime

it is given by the position it occupies witran important industrial chafior the region

as wel |l at t .hAdthouglo enjoyting goassderable mskrial progress

b e f o rotheraspexts like infrastructure, the condition of the housing stock and lack
of utilities is specific to rural localitieddowever, this situation has little improvement

a f t e with 8cBolar, showing their concermmsregads withthe insecure future this

type of localitymightface.

Moreover, he situation during transition follows considerable malfunctions at all
levels, with strong consequence on social aspects, the way people perceive themselves

and their locality. On seching to create an identiy attempts are made on

overcoming the expectation established b
situation.
Despite the efforts, | ow val ué&amfieetad 1 ndi ¢

2009,p.4546,parti ally due to inhabitantsd rura
and migration of the young population able to wddlowever the town serves its
function expected by regime as fian inter
(Zamfir et al, 2009p.44).

A testimony of fAstatebs brutal i nterferei
image of a nation, which based its progress on unsustainable and unreliable conditions

to assist advancement.

3.2.1 Location and accessibility

Locaed in the extreme west side of Bacau County in Moldova Region, Romania,
(Figure 3.1) small town Darmanesthakesconnection with the territory by means of
railroad and car roads. The national road DN 1@ (ectingOnestiCiceu localities)

Cr osses t orativedesritoy ttamisouih sotnorth, while the county road DJ

123 assures east to weshaoection, with Harghita @inty (Url-1).

31 Zamfir et al (2009) on understanding the identity of small towns, including Darmanesti, brings
forward three aspects: fattractiveness index?o, fi
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Figure 3.1: Placing Darmanestotvn in context

3.2.2 Importance inthe territory

Darmanestt own i s part cdifai i an dermgthesconermrast
regime, locatedalong TrotusValey (northsouth direction) thatcreates a strong
interdependence with the other related entities; to south with Onesti and Targu Ocna
while in the north with Comanesti, Moinesti locelg depicted in th&igure3.2 (Url-

2). Oil extracted from Moinesti are@asprocessed in Darmanesti Refinery or is taking

t he

whereas the most known are Targu Ocna Salnd spa and health resort Slanic

road to Onesti. The ar ea

Moldova.Cur rently the Aindustri al

after 1989, although some units function at low ley@&sneral Urban Planning of

Darmanesti, 1997, p. 7)

"Moinesti fctug

(Moinesti)
SAsau
‘Comanesti
(Comanesti)

e civezi
‘Berzunti

O .
Darmanesti

(Darmanesti)

Valea Uzului

‘Barsanesti
‘Dofteana

. (Targu Ocna)
Sliargu ©Ocna

FTargu lirotu's

di

fOnesti

(Onesti)

Figure 3.2: Placing Darmarsi townin context
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3.2.3 Historical background

Protected by the Nemira and Ciucului mountains in the Eastern Carpathians, the
ComanestDarmanesti Depression offers favorable condition for populaten
development and evolution from very old timesslsuggested the first communities
established in the area belongs to Neolithic cultures of Cris and Cucuteni, which later
advanced in Dacian populatigAlexa et al, 2015, p. 104).

I ts strategic position through bordee Car p
settlement between Moldova and Transylvania, makes the communities vulnerable to

the countless fights that take place between the regions. Migratory populations as
tatars,&cumania® and &uzb people, as well the two World Wars have an immense
impacton evolution and challenges of the area. However, nothing compares with the
year 1805 when boyar Ghica transforms th
through #Atrick, blackmail and robberyo,
the benefit othe newowner This marks the beginning of a long struggling period for

land and for their rights. The land reforms in 1864, 19222 andl945 restitutes to
peasantrypart of the lands and a quarter from &isg although the process is raad

under difficdties (Alexa et al, 2007, pl2)Despite hardships, the population of
Darmanesti settlement has increase over time from 104 houses and 520 inhabitants
registered in 1774, to 13 968 in 19%fowever,Darmanesti community has a very
pronounced character inetlarea with the earliest mention in a document dating back
t014361442 and 1546, although its presence is considered older than the time the
settl ement takes the n(Alexaeta, f2007,p.®0) il egend:

Fine artisam and hardworking, the gpulation developed all necessary in their
homestead, with men dealing with the construction and fieldwork while women
ensures Athe comfort i n houses, clothing
exploitation of resources and the development of imgisings the recognition as the

biggest commune from the depression.

3.2.4 Componenfareas

Developed at the intersectiontbie two riverswvhile stretchedor almost 5 km along
Uz River, Darmanestvillage currentlyrepreserg Darmanesti neighborhood asden
asthemaincentefk or t he town. The At epettlementdear 1 rr
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to fiagglutinati ono of deterhimes speciallattertiondos
those aspects that influence future development.

In the year 1892%he following villagesBoistea, Bratulesti, Mascas, Pagubeni, Joseni,
Salatruc, Lapos, PlopwPoiana Uzului and Darmaneasdaecomesubordinated to
commune Darmanesfflexa et al, 2015, p22)whereasn 1997 official documents
most of them appeasits neighbohoods exceptionare Salatruc, Plopu and Lapos
villages which are consideretb besubordinatedo Darmanest(Urban Planning of
Darmanesti town, 1997)Also, aspecial case it represeiii® demolitionof the entire
vill age OPoi aimk690rewhdse plade startd therstgietion of the
Uz Valley Barrage,whereas the relocation of peopteis donein a newly built
nei ghborhood i n Dar ma@Aesaettal (2004,p.aNn as

Thereforeaccording to the Figure 3.8re disthguishedenneighborhoods as fallow:

as

five at the north of Uz Valley a®armanest{1), Darmanesc#9), Boistea(2), 6 Sat ul

N o (B) Refinery Colony (4), two at the soth of Uz Valey as Bratulesti (5) and
Mascas (6and anothethreeat the east fnrm DN12Aroad Triaj (8) and Josefir).

Figure 3.3: Tenneighborhoodsf Darmanesti in town
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3.2.5. Functional zoning

A

While the residential areaveell represent by the individual house thatgives c al i t y 0 s
rural specificity, the economic function frames tinban character. The administrative

territory of Darmanesti sums 27 192.62 ha, out of which 3.06% represents farming

land as 6687.51 ha, while the forests has the majority of almos{@B#eral Urban

Planning of Darmanesti, 1998, p:98 In the Annex A $ depicted the functional

zoning in Darmanesti town drawn after tBeneral Urban Planning (2008

According to the necessity and the popul
objectiveso is concentrated i nthedemndmai n
Refinery center, while in other villages contain no more than education, commerce an
community center. The serviegea developed during the communismd curratly

updated to new necessitiglier 1990 privatization, leads to various comrmedranits

spread throughout the town.

Speci fic to socialist cities, the estab
Dar manest. nei ghborhood it is desired to
by bringing together the administrative apdas, cultural buildings, services and

block of flats with 34 floors. The fall of the communism interrupts the project,
consequently the current image it is rather disorganized and ambiguous. While the
main civic center has rural characteristics perfagrthe administrative function, the

second civic center appear more urbanized. However, none meets the requirements of

a city center.

3.2.5.1 Residential area

Residential area occupies the largest surface from Darmanesti with 51.73%, whereas
in the béonging villages the proportiois higher, as in the case of Lapos with 99452
respectively 85.85% in Ploplt dominates houses on the ground floor, less wito

floors, whereas théew block of flats with 34 floors above the ground floor, built
during theregime,areconcentratd in the two centerg-igure 3.9 depicts the areas in
Darmanesti were the two centers are locatée organically evolved homestead plot

patterns along the riWVverkédadsalieysdmalkfer

2Pronounced directions of towno6s outlinends due
DN12A, as well Trotus Valley (sddrban General Bnning of Darmanesti town, 199@. 44)
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Adi s p e within the locality and among the network of settlements due to big

distances people have to go through to reach places.

Largeplots lead to low density of thetock; hencethe current image of the town is

that of a village. Considering the agriculibfunction of the area, it makes sense to
have reasonable land per each homestead. However, the recent systematization plan
proposes a delimitation of the buildable area, increase in living space and a wide range

of other aspects related to proper fuoisiing and less fragmented territory.

Small, rectangular plotédivided on a regular limited area are introduced under the
systematization plan by the communist regime to obtain more free land and a higher
density for housingn theFigure3.4 are two exeples of areas from Darmanesti with
different plot patterns for individudlouses While one organically developeavith
unregulated surfas@ndlarge agricultural landpecific to a locality that evolved over
time (right), the othe(left) suggests rectangularplot division not more tharr00 sq

m., in two newly established neighborhoods during the communist regime, known as

New Col ony a n(@apé&S8racted from NUban6GemérPlanning of
Darmanesti town2008).
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3.2.5.2 Economic activity area

The economic activities are well represented in Darmanestiand and in Salatruc locality,
whereas in the belonging villages is almost inexistent. In Darmanesti the units are
placedin the west (the Refinery) anl theextremeeastwith access to transportation,

whereas all it occupiesatotalbf2. 6 4% t ownds ar ea.

¥For instance the r el d&rumwibin Ramanesfi in 196%conductd Smallg e 6 Poi ana
rectangular divisiorof plots where the homestead have 400 sjuare meters, not more than 700
(Alexaet al,2004, p.116)
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3.2.6 The economic factor

The economic advancement in Darmandsters according to historical context and

the mainactors involved. Development in the area, inclusive in Darmanesti, starts
from the end of XIX centuries after the establishment of Stirbei estate in 1872 when
the place becomes favored by Romanian and foreign investors. Several fctaries
bank and emrprises raise the living standard and assure jobs for people, contributing
aftertheWorld War 1l to the nomination of Darmanesti as the biggest commune from

Bacau County and one of the most important from Romania.

After the Nationalization from11Jude9 48, t o t he newly stateod
new investments, most notable being the Refinn 1949 andJz Valley Barrage,

which transformé he | ocal ity in fAa huge morgthet r uct
localities in the areBarmanesti holdthe weight of economic unifser wood and oil

exploitation and processing, as well electricity producfexa et al, 2007, p15).

Under the communist regime, the mixt agndustrial function developed
considerable and rapid than in other historicaitexts. Althoughmany localsreach

to hold qualification in skill labdP, they keep a rural life style centered on-selfvice

as farming and animal breeding confined within each homestead, an available solution

to respond to an undeveloped service fiomct

Due to topography of the area, Afragment
for personal consum@&hus,agricultureaseconomic development occupies secondary

positionby comparison with thandustry.

The transition period comes with majoarisformatios in the economic sector,
whereadayoffs due to losure of most enterprises or reduction of actiaiy common
An increase in the number of people doing farming and rural related activities, together

with gradual emergence of private ent&esit brings to some extenimprovement®

34 At the end of XIX and beginning of XX century factories are founded forettpdoitation and
processing of wood, along with mines and other enterprisesA(exa et al,2007, p.1314).

35n 1989 4000 of locals have qualification in different sectors, where the Refinery absorbs the most of
the working force. If in 1949 only 10% of the Refinery emgley were locals, in 1989 it reacl®86

(Alexa et al, 2006, p.-2).

36 For an outline of the enterprises see General Urlb@mihg of Darmanesti town (199@. 1112)

and General Urban Planning of Darmanesti town (2008)
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3.2.7The social factor

Population has an important growth during the communist regime period, especially
af t esr Thi® inddease isnadedue to immigration for job opportunities in the
locality. Data colleted from the year 1774 shows a constant, but slow increase in the
population and homesteads in Darmanesti settle(able 3.1 Table 3.2and Table

3.3). Injust almost 50 yeafd9121966)it becomes more than double, taking a faster
pace after 1966, ntdy due toRefinery production. However, the transition period,
brings a slow incrase due to fall of the industrjo bementionedhatsince 1838, the
population in Darmanesti is counted together with the villages Boistea, Darmaneasca,
Mascas, BratulestPagubeni andaseni (Alexa et al2007, p. 2. Moreover, n the

Figure 3.2and 3.3s given theevolution of populatiorin Darmanesti, Salatruc, Plopu

and Lapos villages accordingto period 21.02.19561.01.1998(General Urlan
Planning of Darmanestotvn, 1997).

Table 3.1:Evolution of population and homesteads in Darmanesti.

Year 1774 1816 1830 1838 1912 1930 1941 1966 1992 1998 2000
Houses 104 _ 299 _ 858 1268  _ 4,080 4,280
Inhabitants 520 750 2330 4434 7091 8967 14198 14,363

Table 3.2:Evolution of population.

1956 1966 1977 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998
21.02 15.03 5.01 4.01 101 101 1.01 1.01 1.01 1.01
11,622 11,698 12,805 13,883 14,030 14,035 14,239 14,129 14,112 14,198

Table 3.3:Evolution of population.

Year 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997
Births 260 298 302 311 248 227 221 200 209 184 188
Deceased 129 119 130 136 152 140 150 138 148 163 147

Natural Growth 131 179 172 175 96 87 71 62 61 21 41
Local Residence

Changes 165 145 187 160 340 124 109 119 150 156 124
Settling

Residence in the

Locality 63 93 54 35 84 64 58 99 145 109 160
Migration

Growth -102 52 -133  -125 -256 -60 -51 -20 -5 -47 36
Total Increase 29 127 39 50 -160 27 20 42 56 -26 77

The same trenid registered amorie natural growth due to propaganda to encourage
births during communism, while decreasing consistently after communism due to

hardshipsWhile local residence changes in other locality shows an almostaocbns
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number bed Wkent W86surprise comes with pe
reaching an increase of almost 300% between these pérajae 3.3 shows that more
people are | eaving the |l ocality after 068
value. However the total increase is positive with the exception of 1990 when

population decrease drastically, coinciding with the close of enterprises.
3.2.8The cultural factor

Culture is seen in all aspect scusidms,peopl ¢
folklore, and remarkably, in the way they built and design their houses. The dwelling
becomes a catalyst for continuity and adaptation of culture. All the most important
moments in peopledbs |ife are | ngpesthe ant s
traditional customsTheruralhouse it i s an indicator of |
character. Here is the place were dowry for the future wife is carefully prepared, were

by the endeavor and creativity of the women, traditional clothesm@asnentation is

made.

The location in the depression Darmanesti surrounded by mountains has offered
protection for people to nurture a rich f
rooted in the history of tolgenergtibndramevéry t r an
old times(Alexa, 2008)

3.29 Housing evolution

3.29.1 Evolution of the rural housein Darmanesti

The rural house in Darmanesti knoves continuum transformation and adaptation

throughout the history ofhe areaMoreover, the eonomic advancement reflects

dwel l ingbs I mprovement, t he nunftweach of r o
family.
iThe home of my grandparents built in 1895, \
room for sleeping, and were three children studied é | , doesnot l ook Iike

parents built in 1925 with two rooms, or with the one built by my parents in 1950 with four
rooms, or with the other built by them with 6 rooms after the resettlement in the year 1969
1970, or with the home builtyome in 1960. The space for each stage become bigger, the
interior division, the furnishing and its equipping become more comfortable. The same
happened with all my nei Aemo2009,p.9al | [ iving in
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Figures 3.5, 3.6 and 3.7 depithe rural character of Darmanesti as well the
transformatios the individual house and homestead undergone in terms of
architectural style and materials over the yeatsch have departed from the image

of the o6tr guli3yi onal villagebd

It is aoundthe3 0 @whenthe house starts to have two room by replacing the hunt with

just one room. Like most of the current inherited houses, thedam house has in

the middle a hal/l called o6tindado, made of
storage cedlr, with more interior space arfigger windowsand a nice porch at the

entrance.

Figure 3.5: Individual houses iDarmanesttown.
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The interior is specific to a traditional houggehasi c u pt or vatrao (fire
cooking and heating the home, table, <chai
dishes, chest for dowry and case were flour is kept, whereas from the wood ceiling is

hanged one or two fAcul miAexaltalt 2015p@3s ) f or

However, in time, the che$br dowry isabaxdoned as theinterior adaptedo new
furnishing models; armtroduced dish cupboardshereas r oom becomes 6t
roombé opened for s ppARx@aketall 2016,90189) and moment

Figure 3.6: Individual houses iDarmanesttown
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The number of room#creaseevolving into more comfortable and better interior
partitions. The wellbeing of the family is reflectedin the interior andhe exterior

decorationwhich becomes mre embellish and beautiful.

In time, the shingle roof is changed with the one made of tiles or sheet, while the stone
foundation becomes a concrete one. Exception makes those few families, which afford
a 45 rooms house and the roof of tiles.

Despite thedevelopmenin Darmanesti after the World War, Ktill, the main used
materials afandtiithi ipachaat @adMoedhiswi th Asin
type of construction system represe®®o from the housing stock for the year

1997(Urban Geaeral Planning of Darmanesti, 1997, p. 25, 33)

Theruralhouse serves as binder for all the other components that form the traditional

Afgospodariao (the homestead). The garden wh
hemp and corn togetrider ewictlho sfeag rbayd atoh e( hou s e
stable, pigsd kennel, fAhardughiao (summer Kki

while the surrounding fence protects and keeps privalex4 et al, 2015, p.155)

The social phenomenon like migration andrtem, and the exposure to European
modelsconducted tdichanges in rural building t fihaget challenged the condition
ofRomani a6 s0(Serbeacd2009 p.87h s

However, Serbescu (2009) considers thah st at i c, romanti c per ce
vernaw | ar coul d only prevent the devel opment i

suggests thathis flandscape of mixturé a strange, uncleapace in continuous

turmoild (p. 37) that has prevailed in al/|l Roman
toadapt r adi ti onal ways of building to new requi
(p.48).

Trying to preserve the Otimdar gii otnead td antoared st
that represent vernacular architecture as picturesque and charming, yetatetasfci
irrelevant. o (Vellinga, )2006; <cited in Serbe

87 The construction systemof haus 6 wal |l s consists from a wood skeleto
filled or covered with different materials; in this case is adobe (www.dexonline.ro).
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Figure 3.7: Darmanesttown.

3.29.2 The communist interference

A major change in the housing patt@marmanestcomeswith the investmenin the

locality during the communist ggme Systematizatiof theterritory meant building

restraing, narrowing the housingnd homesteadsurfaceto rdease more land for
agriculturethat would benefit the Statieut alsoto provide thdirststepd or | ocal it
transition totown. In Figures 16019 Hock of flats, communal blocksonstitutes the

first break within thdhomogenousindunitary image of the settlemefidrl-4; Url-5;

Url-6).

The stagesof the new housingplanningis necessary to bdiscussed within the

moments of industrial del@ment in the locality(Table 3.4) Therefore, the
construction of Refinery (1949950) led to the emergence of one floor individual
housesn regime colony knowna$ Ol d Col ony 6 (FiguleS.8 andtb@® | ony 6
communal block named by he | o ceatl sl uiTo (nYearut h) whi ch

block for single peoplérecognizablén theFigure 320wi t h 6 G6 not ati on)

During19501 951 are given for use al most 50 h

al most the same number i medNdw E€migo med&.r s\
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families, the colonies offers high standards, with all the urban comfort. There are the

only connected to gas and water supply, as well as canalization.

In addition the6 Ol d Ciod olmy 6| t mericahneodel of \hllaswith A-2

bathrooms, combined with the interwar Transylvanian villas types which had also
annexes f (Alexastal 208Bnpt 80 The O6Yout hdwithbommunal b
the shared kitchen and toilets offers place to live to the workers in the Refinery.

Although it is considered to serve only to single peapleortshave beeby the locals
wherefamilies use to live irsingle room space, due to houssigprtage. The same
scenario is shared by the other communal blogkO 6 n weregeopleaomplain
by the inadequatcondition on living together.

The second stage consists of four blocks (noted with D, E,ifr Figures 30) built
by theadministrationin charged with the construction of Uz Valley barrdgje65
1973 to accommodate theorkers. Furthe it follows the block (N) given for use in
077 made agaids bad rmihnanddRedtifzetceamynal block (O)
built by theadministration of thé ur ni t ure factory from
1969 in Darmanesti a new neighborhooteegesasé S a t u Wherd theidisplaced
people fromd P o i a n ade mévedlThednfpabitanteebuilttheir homesteads from
the groundvith materials provided from the State

Table 3.4: Blocks characteristicsT he not ati on 06*06 i s
Construction No No Flats  No Flats/ No. Roof Rooms/ Services  Usage
(Year) Segments  (Total) Current Floors Apartment on the Change

per Block Floor Ground
Floor
'83 put into
A use 3 18 2 4 Yes 2and 3 Yes Partialy
B,C 2004 _ 18+18 _ 4 Yes _ No No
D around'67-'77 2 16 3 3 No 2 No No
E around'67-'77 1 8 3 3 No 2 No No
F around'67-'77 2 16 3 3 No 2 No No
G*  around50-'65 1 _ _ 3 Yes 1 Yes Partialy
J around'80-'88 1 6 2 3 Yes 3and 4 No No
K around'67-'77 2 16 3 3 No 2 No No
L,M  around80-'88 1 6+6 2 3 Yes 3and 4 No No
77 put into
N use 2 36 4 4 Yes 2 Yes No
O* around '77 1 4 Yes 1 Yes Hotel
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In the last years of communism the city hall shows concerntabosiet t | e ment 0 s
character andack of howsing for young working familiesfor which it builds four

blocks (A, J, L, M) after 1980 until the end of regime, and another two during the
transition period through theational social housing program known as ANLg&d

C blocks.

In Figure 3.8 ar e spetdiGdleadnyd60O (bl ue), O0New C
ONei ghbor hood 0 Sat u(elldwprep@seritigiiheenaimhousiagh d b | ¢
stock built during the communism in the secondeepter near RefineryGeneal

UrbanPlanning of Darmanesti tow2008).

REFINERY L TR ¥ A\ ‘
; B *\M\\?\ BN

Figure 3.8: Individual housing plottingnadeduring the communist regime.

A considerable difference exists among blocks of flats built until 1980 in comparison
to those that followed. First four similar lkoks (D, E, F, K) built for thedr r age 6 s
workers (with hree apartments per current floor) and the one (N) made by Refinery

(with four apartments per current floor) denotes economy of space and materials used.

Important improvements in theurfaceand number of rooms are identified in the

blocks of flats mada f t er 680 ( A, J, L, M) once the ¢
reflects an appreciable progress with two apartments per current floor and in the
number of rooms of four, in some cases. Standardized elements anchatéclal is

used in different percgages for all blocks, while those maddate period present

also roofs for better inclusion in the areaThe Refinery acts as a catalyst for
development ithe commune and favholethe area during the communist regime. It

is where the newly housingiterventionsare done and a secondary center is
establishedFigure 3.9 and 30).
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The major changes under regimes sums eight blocks of flats, two communal blocks,
the two colonies and 0Sat uétizedlanuedtangulai n
divisions and small plots Interviews with the locals suggest no accounts of

demolitionsof houses for the sustained interventions during the regime.

In Figure 3.9 are depicted the two urban centers in Darmanesti where block of flats are
built. The main aeis placed in Darmanedtleighborhood (right) and the othgeft),
secondarybut more urbanized than the main one, is plaicedRefinery Colony

NeighborhoodGeneral UrbarPlanning of Darmanesti towA008).

Figure 3.9 : Depiction of thewo urban ceters in Darmanesti.

Only one block A6 n o }Yisaptaded in the main center, which had the function of
civic center during the regimén an atterpt to coagulate and urbanize it, tllocks

of flats are placeth its vicinity in the year2004 Since thecommunist project could

not reach finalization, the two urban centers in Darmanesti have the image of
unfinished and unstructured sifenostly the main center where the city hall is placed.
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Figure 310: B| o ¢ kn the Adin center in Darmanesti.

Figure311: Bl ocks o6B6 and 6C6 near t

Figure 312 B | o c Isitugtdd @ the secondary center near Refinery.
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Figure 313 Blocks6 E6, 0 Krénovatadjsituat&aldn the secondary center
near Refinery.

Figure 315 B | o c kituated id the secondary center near Refinery.
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Figure 3.16: B | o c Isitudted & the secondary center near Refinery.

Figure 317: Bl o c k 0 N0 heseécondaaytcentgr neanRefinery

Figure 3.18: Hotel Romanita, former communal blockOf), situated in the
secondary center near Refinery

Figure 319 Bl o c k s ¢ kithated in thhe séckldry center near Refinery
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Figure 3.20: Distributionof Blocks in Darmanestn both centers.

In the Figure 3.20 is depicted thistdbution of Bocks inboth centers iDarmanesti
located at approximately 3, 5 km distandhile Darmanesti Neighborhoo@hich is
also the center for the locality, i®caed on the map from the tdmaving theblocks
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A, B, C, thesecondary center in Refinery Colony Neighborhoegaresents theecond
map from below, having theblocks D,E,F,G,K,J,L,M,N,@ Can bedistinguished
elevenblocks of flats (blle) and two communal dtks (yellow), whereasit the
mo me nt t h & coovereed 0 Aode(maps extracted fronGeneralUrban
Planning of Darmanesti town, 200&)also can be observed a more structured area in
the second map where is the Refinery center due to major intemnve and

reconstructions during the communist regime, especially a rectangular plot division.
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4. EVALUATIONOF | NHAB | TGABMNING OF HOME 6

Thischaptet s aim is to explore meraflatowgrsinof ho
former agreindustrial townDarmanestiln doing so, the framework developed in

chapter 2 is used as guidance for the interpretation of data obtained during the study.

Before examining and diving into the main subject of the thesis, the first part of this
chapter is oncernedvith introducing the case samples

4.1 Introduction of the Case @mples

4.1.1 Location

Three blocks (D, J, and N) are located in the secondary center next to Refinery, while

b ock O0A®6 is in t he thaiviccenenethesettlemendorimg i s Kk
the communi sm period. Block 6A6 has the
most desired in town, close to police and the city hall, adding to the financial value of
apartments. On the other sidee tblocks situated at alnmo3,5 kilometers from the

main centeenjoy favorable environmemiith accesdo green areas arttie forestat

the periphery othe settlement

Concerning transportation, bl ock &6Ab6 i s
county and national roadldt cross the locality. However, the less extended area of
the locality makes easily accessible for the place where the rest of the blocks are

located. Public transportation is available for both locations.

4.1.2 Layout and accessibility

B 1 o cplamidgandimplementatiorin Darmanestreflects efirely the ideology of
communistregime as for those completedroughout the country without considering
the local data antthealready established valueBlotsare restucturedontheavailable
land whereaghe demolitionof the existing urban fabris not necessaryWhile the
organically developed plot arrangeméas thenarrow side towards the street, on the
contrary thosefor blocks have the long side parallel with thk@ad This arrangement
enableghe use of the ground floofsr services area and for better access in the block
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This is the case of bl ocks 6A6 and ONOG f or V
from the backsides. As for the other twbe main do@ havedirect connectiosnwith

thestreet.

Addi tional |l and behind the blocks 06J6 and 01
gardens, garages or keeping animats chickens, dogs and even pigsesk

concentration of housing in the area where blatks 6  aaredbuiltyiMe@accesso

disposable land. However, for the other two cases it is noticed a greater concentrations

of houses and gardens right behind the bl ocl

land is more valuable and used as public domain, currently for car parking.

Furthernore, theresidents living in the secondary center nBafinery rely on

intimacy and a deeper connection with the environmehereaghe gacement of

benches in front of the blocksd entrance for
and relaxing amosphere compared with the crowded main center. In addition, some

A

owners us¢heavailable space n fr ont of dslgadedss 6J6 and &6DO

Except for those two cases where some owners have arranged garages in the free plots
behind blocks, majority of temts do not dispose of parking lots, cars being let on

roadside or on other availablesse
4.1.3 Block unit scale

Bl ocksd hei gh#floerafroin thesgronng floareT@enpreSence of roofs

i n bl ocks 0 Aacityshall engagdniternbiofer nabre gualitydo théate

built units®® as wellfor better integratiorin the ruralenvironment. The use of brink

on the facade of 06J6 uninthe caserobloeks Ndamédrepur pos
last floor is in fact a mansard floor that iddad at the recent renovation made by

6 Ha b®P. nigatlypit had only three levels from the ground floor ending with voof

terrace.

A

Bl oc ks 0 (Hgorest424.3, 4.4 differ according to the number of segment

units it containsas well due to thepartmenton the curent floorThesesimilar

38 There are complaints from those ownetw live in the last flooraswater is liking into their homes

dueto poor quality ofthdd | ockbés terrace

®The poor quality and problems with the water pipes i
of an international prograknownasd Ha b i t ada i6d s wwii tcth b.lIn@exchkadge forrthisp ai r i ng

0 Ha b built anteXtra flooma ns ar d to recover the money from new ap
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divisions have different entrances, common walls and share the design pattern which
secureeconomy inconstruction, less timand land used. It varies from one to three
segments in case tonien&Asd blulidcak.i nT hteh ea p6a6r0
barrage and for the Refinery have three four apartments per current floor for high

density while those i mplemented after 08

The number of apartments per current floorcrdase sincehe first blocks 6
implementation, while square meters per each apartment and per room increase.
Except bl ock 6NOG6 t (rigure4A)ahich servefoarmparnehts c or e
per floor, the number is of two apartments per currear fin the units built in the

6080s, while for those constructed for bar
l evel, it is kept a constant number of t
since dl area it is used for services for thestair type in the othethreeunits, its

placement on théateral side of the buildinfacilitate access to natural lighh the

Figure 4.1one stair is positioneoh the centeo f t he bui | di(lefty, for
while the other typés placedon thelateral side of the building facilitatingccess to

natural light The example is from unit D(fght).

Figure 4.1: Example othetwo type of stais.
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Figure 4.2 Plans forblocks6 D6, &6 N6,
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In Figure4.2 are givenplans forblok s 6 D6 with 2 bl ock segme
segment s, 0A6 with 3 block segments anc
notation starting from the top in the order previous given. Also, are mentioned the
location of the entrance in the blocks, adl #&t in the apartmentslore detailed, in

Figures 4.3 and 4.4re shown the apartments plans for the a current floor of one
segment of each block. Therefore, in Figure 4.3 are depicted plans for one block
segment of current f6l ovart hi n htrree dd sad sqof (
ONOG6 wi t h f o whileih Figute 1.4 &reltbosenf@ne block segment of

current floor in the case of bl ock 6A06 w
flats (down).

Figure4.3 Pl ans fbh& &dndckN®
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Lack of documentatiomand contradictory information collected from the interviews
does not offelma unanimouwiew about theconstruction system and materials used
However, considering the prefabrication and typification trend used throudieut t
country, on site observations and from thecussions with the householtisnakes

clear thatprefabricated elements are used in their production, although is not known

under which percentage.

4 Rooms Flat

Figure 4.4: Plans forblock6 Aednd 0 J 6 .
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The drawings foother blockgFigure 4.5)waitingi mp | ement at suggesti n t h
that prefabricated elements are used for slabs, beams and stairs while the filhiag for
interior andthe exterior walls is made with brick, information given loyne of the

residentsluring the interviewfDocumentation given bparmanestcity hall).

Figure 4.5 Example ofcrosssectionof block that wasvaiting implementation in
the.680s

4.1.4 Apartment unit scale

Apartment8layoutvaries in all four blocksasare identiied six alternative®verall
Thereasonfob | o¢ kmpd ement ati on wei ghts inthe t he ¢
size of theroomsand thé& spatial relationship.Figures 4.6 until 4.14lepict the

position of case samplas the blocls. The apartmentb ui 't i n the 660s
workers have no more than two rooms per current floor with an aria varying around
44-46 sqm. (includingthebalcony).More comfortablend more space per each room

is allocated forlose implementetdy the city hall foryomg f ami | i es, i n th
whereas a two room apartment can reachufable ariaf 52.28 sqm. (includingthe

balcony).Moreover,the level of comfort is clear visibler the threerooms flat, for
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types IV and VI.The followingFigures4.3, 4.4, 4.5and4.6 andTables4.1, 4.2 and
4.3 presenthe six apartment types in the order of their implementation in town. This

is the proper way for one to follow the evolution of layout conformation.

Generallythe livingroomd si des ar e al mo3Hx3.8seq(tymelll)y, varying
approximately 3x3.5 (type I) and 3.5x4 (type Ill) reaching 3.3x5.5 (type V), 3.3x5.2

(type IV) and 4.5x4.6 (type VIpr those implemented in the last years of communism

In the same manner the master bedrooms varies from eatlgbaitments to the late

ones. Therefore, are distinguished 2.5x3.8 sq. (type Il), around 3x3.5 (type | and IlI)

increasing for 3.4x3.65 (type V), 3.3x 4 (type IV) and 3x 4.65 (type VI).

All flats share at least one balcony, even for the one on the gftmandexception
making the O6type 116 with none. The balconi e
living rooms;e x cepti on is for O6F306 to which the do
provide the kitcherin blocks6 Dabn d , fdt type | and type lilats, respectively type
I, thedocument ati on about roomso6 di mensi on, a ¢
provided through site surveyor throughh o u s e lgudardtesvben access tall

rooms is nopermitted It is for this reasorfTable 4.1and 4.2)all dimersions are not

availableHowever, the total flatdés surface is pro
the fl at s, type |V, type V and type VI, i n
rooms6 di mensions and sur fdedabytheowaess. wel | t he

Figure46:Bl ock &6D6G, FI at F6, F7, fl-a0O6yt ype V, be
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Block
Entrance

Figure47:Bl ock o6D6, F4, fl at type V+ one r

Vi, be

. R iR

Figure49 Bl ock ONOG, F9 and F10, flat type I 1]



Figure 410 Bl ock O NG, F2, flat type 11, bel on

t-ygmeeO8y. V, bel ongin

Figure 4.12 B| o ¢ kF1,dla fype I, belonging to owner O1.
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Figure 4.13 Bl ock O0AOG, F2, flat type |, bel
Figure4.14 Bl ock O0AOQG, F3, flat type |1, be
Table 4.1:Dimensiond§ or type | (left) and type |
Surface Surface
Code Space (sg.m.) Code  Space (sg.m.)
E.H. Entrance Hall _ E.H. Entrance Hall _
H. Hall _ L.R. Living Room 13.5
L.R. Living Room approx. 13 M.D. Bedroom 9.5
M.D. Bedroom approx. 10.5 K. Kitchen approx. 5.5
K. Kitchen approx. 4 S. Storage _
T. Bathroom _ T. Bathroom _
approx.
B. Balcony _ Total 48.86
Total approx. 46
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Table 4.2.Di mensi ons for type 111 (left) and type

Surface Surface

Code Space (sgm) Code  Space (sg.m.)
E.H. Entrance Hall 4.84 E.H. Entrance Hall 11.55
L.R. Living Room 14 H. Hall 2.48
B.D. Bedroom approx. 10.5 L.R. Living Room 21.16

Master

K. Kitchen 6.6 M.B. Bedroom 13.95
S1. Storage 1 B.D. Bedroom 12.34
S.2  Storage 0.8 K. Kitchen 11.96
T. Bathroom _ T. Bathroom 4.65
B1. Balcony _ B1. Balcony 4.65
Total approx. 44 B2. Balcony 6.09

Total 77.84

Table 4.3:Dimensions fortyp¢ V. (|l eft) and type V (right)

Surface Surface

Code Space (sg.m.) Code  Space (sgm)
E.H. Entrance Hall 6.71 E.H. Entrance Hall 5.16
L.R. Living Room 17.16 L.R. Living Room 16.82

Master Master
M.B. Bedroom 13.2 M.B. Bedroom 12.42
B.D. Bedroom 10.56 K. Kitchen 7.9
K. Kitchen 9.81 T. Bathroom 4.28
T. Bathroom 3.78 S Storage 1.6
S1. Storage 0.9 B. Balcony 4.01
S.2  Storage 15 Total 52.28
B. Balcony 8.16

Total 71.78

41 1 nhab id@leamng e Blomed

This ¢ h a p tsextiod esponds tthe researchguestiondv h a t are inhabitan
meanings of honte The aim is to understandh o u s e h o | exsadd liced mp |

experiences of home for the case of commeemiatflats in former agrondustrial town

Darmanestiby exploring their meanings of home-depthinterviewscorrelated with

datataken asite observationform the mainbody of evidencedowever as Richards

(1990) suggestdhis processtomes with theidifficulty to separate the intertwined

meanings ofhome ( Soai ta, 2015, p. 13).
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4.2.1.Home as @encyand control

Homeownership, which comes with the priization of block offlats, indeed requies
residents to take responsibility not only for their apartments, but also for the whole
block, afferent communal spaces like gardens and akeys.becomes difficultfor
the governmenafter 198%to manage and allocate funds for the maintenanfdtie
entire housing stock, the release of this charge expap for the new owners

Darmanesta taste for discipline.

Ultimately, ownership implies the opportunity fahe households to use their
autonomyand recreate the space of their heflaés. Thesense of being in control is
best renderetbr those interventions that have never been possible under communist

dictatorship Evidence igprovidedon this regardsinder the form of

T Alterations, demol i tions and ehetensic
purpose on creatingraoresuitable andcomfortable place.
Useand managemewf the common spaadaside/outsidehe blocks.

T Actions taken by e eaommonmamnance af withthe f or |

purpose on overcoming all kind mfheritedshorta@s.
4.2.1.1 Alterations and demolitions of doors, walls and storage rooms

First, homeownership iplies greater freedom over oapartmeri space, which is
seen in the case samples as alternations and demolitions of the physical space. These
changes best epi cts inhabitantsdé efforts to m:

apartment comfortable and serve their needs.

It is common on changg the original layout by tearirdpwn nonstructural walls and

doors for a better overall use of space; change thefssz@om to have the impression

of a bigger space, remove boundaries and fluidize circulation or redirect it. Except for
three apartments (F6, F7, F10) that have no interventions, three units present minor
revisions like transforming one door indm arcack, while five of them have major
interventions concerning the walls and storage rooms (F2, F3, F5, F8 and F11). In
Figure 416 such interferencesf the physical settingare displayed. The differences

from the original plans and the actual situatonisshn t hr ough owner s o
datacollected during the interviewsn the Figure 4.1Gre exemplified the most

common and accessible interventiassspaceenlargement through demolitions

making a connection between two rooms bsaring down doors. Tl resulted
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threshold is whether left as rectangulari®igiven the shape ofan arcade Most
commonly, the spaces used fibis intervention are entrance ha#condary hall,
entrance halkitchen or entrance halliving room. Doors, walls and storageoms
alterations and demolitions applied to flats umit$-igure 4.16 areutlined starting

from abovein the following order:F5 (block D), F11 (block N), F2 (block A), F3

(block A), F 8 (block J). The current situation is on the left, while the one before
alteration on the righEmerged from aural type lifestyle is the essential presence of
storages. Despite the small space area, almost all apartment types have or had at least

one storage room.

Asit is emphasized in Figure 4.1 four cases storagmits are demolished to create
more spacdor the kitchen, bedroom and for the entrahedl space. It abolishes
boundaries among room areas with different function and gives psychological comfort
of an enlarged space, as well better space managemerdagedfut. As the owners
spend mostime in the kitchepa bigger space would serve them better. On the other
side is the idea of openness that most owners claim they expect from these
interventions.Figure 4.17showsthe level of intervention in the agpeent F8 by
removing the door and enlarging its space with an arch, while on the left side a window
frame still remindsby the demolishedstorage doorFurther, in the Figure 4.18
depicted a partial demolition of the storage rofunthe entrance hallplace that

currentlyaccommodates the refrigerator

Figure 4.15: Doors removal in the case of F8 (leftdaior F9 (righj.

88



.

Y- N

s

.- S

= e

T T OTTT

[/PJUJUJL

Figure 4.16: Alterations and deualitions applied to flats units.
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Layouts F3 and F11 denotes a different approach on theeragdtuntervention. In F3,
the access in the balcony is given from the kitchen by changing the place of the door

from the livingroom (Figure 4.16

Figure 4.17Demol i ti on of the kitchen door and s

To create more space for a twamomapartment the owner from F11 extends the
bedroombébs space, which in the original | ayou
part of it. For this intervention the door and window is demolished and walls are built

on the sides of the balcony. A visu#fleet of a biggesspace is at least the household

hopesto obtain since the shapétbe space limits a proper u@ggure 4.19.

Figure 4.18: Demolition of partial storage room in F5 (left) and totally removal of
the door and one storage room i (fiddle and right).
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Figure 4.19 Extension of the living room arttiereconstruction of walls for the
balconyin F11.

4.2.1.2Management over the gardens

Blocks of flatsiNdanddlbhasthe advantage for residents to benefit from land behind
them aml use it how they consider properfigure 4.20represents examples how
owners arranged it according to their needs. Besides gaodetie same landare
distinguished car garages, dogs, chicken, pigs, and rabbit cages. Enclosure with fence
of each propety to restrict access is one of the main characteristic through which each
residentprotectsts property. Moreover, the effort submitted to build on these land is

anotherforrof management .over oneds space

Figure 4.2Q Gardens behind bloaébelonging toapartmerg éwners.
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4.2.1.3 Claiming the environment

It is common for the owners to use #teredspacen theblocks for their own needs.
While all, except blockD§ are equipped with storages at the basement floor, the poor
condition ofthose spacedoes notllow for proper use. The same situation is for the
mansard spacédsr buildingsGA6anddla Therefore, the need for more storagause

for the residents to invade the common space within their block.

Even though it does not regeiownership over the apartment, the door fronts mostly
serveas temporary storagavoidingto overloadhe interiors. Figure 21 and Figure

422 represents examples of such.

Figure 4.21 Doorfrontsused as storaga block NG

Figure 4.22: Doorfrontsused as storage block Ao (left) and blockiD6(right).
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Further examples represents different ways residents claim their environment. They
use boundaries like in Figure28.to delineate a certain territory or like in Figur@4t.
where theyactually builtstoragesn the free space under the stai&ince space lacks

in their small apartments, residents turn to the common areas to enclose and use as

their own.

ad
-

Figure 4.24: Storage spacduuilt under the stairs in both segments of bldaé&

Furniture arrangement like in the case of the entrance in block D denotes another
organizational and regulatory level for holding a space. Unlike the previous
proceedingsn Figure 425is depicted an area used by all inhabitants, a meeting point.
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Figure 4.25: Furniture used to delineate are@th specific purpose
4.2.1.4 Autonomy over facades

Homeownership has also an effect over thmgtary image o f bl ock.sé facade
Invariably the changes taken by each individual within its awerior space reflect

on the exterior. InFigures 4.26 and Figure 427 are exemplified the nature of

interventions and variations. Clositige balconies with windows or in some extreme
casesconstruction of walls on tlie sides, window system renewal orsulation

coverage n t he right of oneofacadepart ment, | eads t

Fig. 426: Interventionver facades for bloc#N6(left) anddAb(right).
94



Figure 4.27: Interventions wer facades for blockD6(above) and blockl6(below).

4.2.1.5 Maintenance and housing improvement
Al f t hey theoavmers, wepaniaed,enentions owner O5 from bloaa

Taking care and improvinther housingconditionis considered e ofthe biggest
challengefor the householddf creatinga more comfortable place within their own
apartmentwould come with certain eastaking decisios together and allocating
funds to overcome certain shortagéshe entirebuildingit is considered burden for
all involved.
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Disconnectedrom Refinery s  bafter 198%all householddiving in flats in the

second centeare putin difficulty as theirhot water or heator radiators in winter

halted In this case, remained to each fantdynstall their owncentral hittingsystem

Owner 09 from blockNérecalls that during communisini t was so hot that

staying (during the winter) with doors and b

Since authorities are not hold responsible
develop into an ongoing dispute and debate among owners and the ¢igshadll

between residents themselves. Owners 010 and O9 recall the situation in their block

ANoéwhen faced with difficultiesegarding cuttingvater, b | o cdndlization system

and liking roofterraceproblemsThey have been in the positiomtake responsibility

and form block association.

AWe did (bl ock) association 1|like this.
(residents from two flats) did not pay the water bill which in tookected in
a big amount. [ é] l i ke this, the water w;

mont hs with no running water [ €é] and duri

She further mentions that they couldnét rec

wenttothempor and he throw us outo.

ifWe went and asked around and was said to
be able to receive help. There were also those living in the last floor that always

had problems with the likingf theroof-terrace, no matter what thevould put

to cover. After we start with Habitat. They did their housing theradaitional

floor of apartments) andid our canalizationThe water in the blockvas put

byus 0

After making association thindmveimprovel considerablea s b | o adceptédN 6 i s

in the Habitat program.

fiWe did association and aftdre contract with Habitafollowed asthis block

wasalmost collapsing. Why? Because the basement was full (of water), nobody

was repairing it and because of this was breaking (referringtold 6 s st ruct ur e
which was deteriorating because of water erosion). They (Habitat) built also

the roof, which is very good. We have changed the canalization that is not

passing from the basemeartymorebut from the staircase. We did good things

andwewant o do more. o0 (Owner 09)
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Moreover, the dministrator in block®d which is owner O4, admits forming the
association in their block in order to benefit from the Habitat program. For unspecified
reasons they were not eligible to enter. Further, she remxjtiiat after the revolution
with thec u t of t h ecess d¢aehtfaeniy shathr harglle with caution their

income:

AAt the beginning the heat was coming
how to be more economical, to pay less (bec#useusedcentral heating on

gas) . o

Other owners also describe their actions and involvement on starting associations and
dealing with the problems of inherit housing stock. Owner O2 from block A says:

AWe (all @A\dbioekywsuldflike toputa door withiarcom system

(to restrict the access in the buildir
the staircase. | prefer to be able to close and clean therongnthen we can

put fl owerpots (on the staircase). o0

Nothing describes best control aagencyoverthe space than the situation after the
revolution when residents are put in the
associations and start to solve ongoing housing issues. For those owners actively
involved inthe maintenance process, they takeeatain pleasure when talking about

their accomplishments dnl o cekabibtation.

Care and beautification of the shared space represents a reason of pride but also of
concern since is quite challenging to reagbint agreemerandfor all household$o
give same amount of time, availability and resources. In fact it denotes a continue

negotiation and frustration among some residents.

AWe did (new) doors at the entrance, \
entrance). [ é] Wecleaning(thalconnmomspage of hockt u r n
and in front of @t ). o6 (Owner O5, bl ocl

A different situation isn block N6 where the relation among neighbassquite

tensioned when it comes for cleaning the staircase.

AThi s staircase, ristmasstme ff tdo roticleanthem,t t he
nobody doesHowever, | am not the cleaner of the block. | am doing it when |
see is very dirty. [..] In front of the block if | do not go to clean nobody does.
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[ é Now the spring is coming. If | do not go out to diggut flowers, nobody
goes out. Last year | whitewashed the staircase, | was the one to ttwdlect
mo n e(Pwner O9, blockiNG )

While ownership makes people more responsiblenalfidgly to take action, it comes
afterlong discussions and mediationwa@nd what to do. It makes some owners to
remember the favorable conditions that the communist brought. Not owning an
apartment does not seem, however, an impediment for owner O9 since she considers

that in that period othdyenefits existetlke a securéncome, jobs and less worries.

4.2.2 Home as physical structure and financial investment

Home is not seen as a financial investment for the simple reason, as one of the

respondents puts it fAeveryt hthalpusehsldsdead i n I
emphasized the qualities of the area as bein
admi tted that the pl ace inoprospectsonoldineng it used

ajob or services that could provide goodlife standard. Buying the apartment one

used to live with rentbefore the Revolution is seen more a necessity than an
opportunity due to the inherited housing sh
bothered at all living with rent due to the fact the State was handling everyihiig:

use to livewith rent, but we were paying somethimgsignificant something

symbolic. o

Despite the challenges and the limited space of some of the apartcoamés as a
surprise that all residents emphasize the qualities of their flat and block, as well of the
areasurrounding itThey doso by referring to those aspects that makes it superior than
other apartments or blocks in Darmanesti.

A( Mi ne) i's well proportioned and seems s
apartments, for examplige the apartment belongingé x 6 ( owner O0O4) whel

the extra room that she has is very small

AnThis is the best bl ock from Dar manest. b «
(Owners 09 and 0O10)

While residents located in the first center indicate the locatfdheir block as being
very good in the town compared with those near Refinery, in turn, those from the
second center highlights the qualities of the environment being near the forest and

green area.
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4.2.3 Home as community

Investigating whetheflats support or standor community has a relevant meaning
within this mixed urbasrural environment. As it is mentioned in previous chapters,
the rural house had the function of binder for the peioptlee Darmanesti commune
Obvious the context and condit®rhave changed over time, mentioning as key
moments the communist period and the ongoing transition, which may have modified
the social relations and bonds. As an observer and from the discussions with the
residents under target, as well with the localddence showsa sense of community

iskeptamong the people, where everybody kno\

However,thereis a general view regarding residénts r e in ®drmamesti ad the
interviews confirmst, that people interact lessd the bonds amot as powerful as
theyused to Owners 02, O3, O8, 08y, and O11 explains lack of communication

with neighbors due to unavailable time, where an essential aspect is also the fact they

havenot ewmuprinowmr gr

Owner O%tells her desir¢o live in an individual house with courtyard for the reasons

of more autonomy, intimacy and the chanceHer not tocommunicatevith others

unless necessarwhilement i oni ng fA(at the house) I h
and | donéhenegltbore. @ about

Both ownes 09 (Hock NG and O1 (bloclAd emphasie the fact that living in block
does not make ,aethey lteferred to theaohange dnesaciallrefations

brought by the capitalism when peopl e ar

ig] not the block has changed peopl e,
age. (During communism) neighbors were very united, and we use to keep
parties. I f it was the birthday of so
09)

Many of the interviewees o in the areanentionthe idea of communitipeing very
important befor&989.

Owner O1 (blockéAd doesnoét want for their bl ock
rehabilitation, fearing that has fAto coece

situatonwhee figypsi es would buyo new fl ats. Sh
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A Wh yd o want (for new neighbor®® comg, because is already very hard
to come together as owner association, as community. It is very hard, even
harder i f we ar e mor evork Witk pegpleiTacome [ é ] It

together and take decisions. With young people is easier, though. (Owner O1)

AWhy people dondt socialize anymor e. Bec:
were all equal. Now it is very hard for us, is the mentality of people &ier t

Revolution. o (Owner O1)

AResi dents from riyi fbeu i Itdhienyg uhsauvad |byl ogcok t o
seen them taking wal ks, go to barbeque, n

While taking care of the inherited space comes as burden for residents, effordsiare
towards a favorable outcome for the common interest. Yet, coming together and agree
upon decisions dose not only in itself becomes a concern but has the effect, in some of
the cases, to jeopardize the relationships among neighithag.considethatnot all
residents getinvolvee g u a | | y commorissuesc k s 6

Customs and traditions with the occasion of important holydays brings people
together, though. For instance Christmashallseholdgdmit receiving carol singers

in their homes.

It is recaynized in unanimity by most of thHatervieweesthat block@Ddis a place

where all residents are | i ke fAa big familyo.
building, considers herself to be thewest in the buildingHouseholds O4 claims that

duing®@ mmuni sm people in all bl ocks were wunite
t h e ssaym@40Moreover, residents from blablo(0O9 and O10) and from block

A 6(01) confirms that neighbors in all blocks use to spend much time together and

always help eachtler before 1989.

AWe help each other. [ é] those that grew

are more united. Nowmore recently you hear some feel erory others 0

(Owner O5)
AOut side on the hall we brought <chairs, t
ot si de, we stay there, not in the home. o

AFor Eas tweall golorothefirst ang second daty visit, but for the
third day we gather all in front of the blacdfOwner O5)
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The unity in this block is even recognized by other residentar dlocks.

4.2.4 Home as the territory of familyand friends

Findingssuggst,i h o mfamily fs a thdhouseholdglearlyaffirmsit. It replicates

what Soaita (2015) concluded about family as being the most important thing. Data
concerning the historyfathe placeflats whether exits problems with the family
members, overcrowding during the communist regime or just a place that reminds of

the childhood, family is at the core of |

Al dondt think it canrheneone wwitthlfbawat mtyh ¢
the apartment means <chil dhoodo, says O1,
grew upas her parents moved to an individual house in Darmanesti. She further
expands: A | di dnot | et my péawree nit sa ltioz esde
mi st akeo. Twhieh isintar sady83®, §ade up to her life in a big city to

come back home.

AThe first thing | want eddsighedt),Idiked i n t h
when all the family was coming together in the pagth cousins, everybody.
Thatdos why | did (bought) a big and s«

She further express the regret that the table is not used how she desired, and those

gatherings do not take place. Instead, she spends time with her family at their house.

A similar case is owner O4 when she is asked if she wants to tn@reindividual

house:
Al got wuse here. [ é] |l grew up here;
|l i ke more space, why to |ie, but we <c
move from herestill | would turn back, Ithinkt oul dndét stag i n o

Home becomes an emotional encldeeall of theresidentswhether the grown up
children remember their childhood with all the family in the flats, or the parents sigh
for their childrerthat left home to workr to study inthebig cities. The ones left recall
through stories or memories like photographs the absence and time spent together.
Overcrowding during the communism where rooms were multipurpose, where parents
and children use tdhare rooms and same bedsl still enjoy their homeemphasizes

the factthat through their behaviocould overcome the restraints of the physical

setting.
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Household O3 connexhis homewith a sa moment in the family life when he says

they become lessmembersat home with his father passing away in a mine accident.

Owner O5 shares the development on buying her apartment while was in the middle

of a divorce with her ekusband:

~

Al wasnot di vorced and my brother had t
husand) not to appear (on papers) because | bou@heiapartmentlone. |

receivedit through repartition and | had to buyright after My divorce was

not pronounced yet and | did not wanted to shanetit my husband. | asked

my younger brother fanelp and after we boughthe gave up his shaie my

favor. At that timewasneed it two salaries (to be able to buy an apartment) but

| was al one.hardlédo paitl H eh oruagthe lal one. 0O

The struggle and misunderstandings among family memberprasent also in the
case of owner 010. While legally separated from her husband they still live together

in their tworoom apartment, although different rooms.

The idea of family is rememberég many users when talking about those who had to
leave dter the revolution in Italy or in Spain due to lack of work in Darmanesti. It is
also the case of some interviewed residents and their families. For example in block
Nois reported thaten families migrate in other countries, while in blatlé there

are eight. Thisloes notounts the number damilies thatare separated where at least

one member has left, while the others arelstitig here.

Asone householdtatesiit h e yt ovewnaar k and after to turn bacl
The notion of housbkas a tremendous significance to ground a person and a family, to

give a purpose in lifeThis ideaexist from very old timesas beingdeep rooted in

Romanianway oflife, o bri ng at the center of oneds exi.

No matterwhereonegoesiit is always a placdor later, to come back.

Owner O7 retrieves a crude reality persistent all over the country during the communist
regime,where people werafraid to criticize Ceausescu even within the walls of her
own apartment with thetloer family members. There were not few the cases where
individuals have handled their relatives to authorities due to the use of defamatory

words towards the state.
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4.2.5 Home as place of relaxation and comfort

Comfort represents an important issueffats 6ccupants. Before the Revolution the
State use to take care of blocksd mainte
period that followed mobilized all inhabitants to take control over their space, to

improve their life standard and wellbeing.

During the interviews than important question is raised by the researchby not

moving to an individual house. The anssieeceivedbest describe hordtats as

places of relaxation and comfort. Seven dwellers, from six flats, do not consider in the

near future moving in an individual house and one of the main reason they provide is
being easier to |ive i n an saypaheréeismiaont . A )
coincidence that these individuals have work and spend less time at home. However,

all said that is mandatory when moving into a house to dispose of all facilities that an
apartment has. Other three owners said that they do not want to move because they

just got used living like this, even though they do not work except doing farming.

AToopensive, too much time you have to al
time to do anything else, to seewhelee worl
he and his wife are both doctors in Darmanesi&ndmuch of their free time outside

thdar home at the mountains.

Household O®ompares the flavith an individual house

~

Al wanted at some point (towassadte i n a
me thatlamasinglepersq [ é] b e c a u srepairintpte doelikei s al v
the roof. f youchoose to stay in a house you

divorcee, female)

Choosing the lifen an apartment over the individual house brings the idea of home as
aplace of quietnessiot as much as a refuge because, in the case of Darmanesti, the

outside wold is a familiar one where residents feel most of the time safe

Although the general atmosphere in Darmanesti is one of relaxation, people have a
tendency to keep themselves always busy. If not working in a paid job doing farming,
they visit the surrowings or theysperd time together with friends and neighbors.
This, at time can be exhausting whereas the apartmentgifiat moment of recovery.
Owner O3, living alone, refers to hapartment the only place where he can sleep in
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quiet. He even mountdalinds to the windows in order to lre total dark during his

sleep

While themajority atributesilenceto their homeflat, ownerO9 considers that only an

i ndividual house can bri ng i Theoaneranfherer a spec
6 0 6\8ng aldne ilmtwo-room apartment, manifests her desire to leave the apartment

and move t@n individualhouseas the only place that caning the comfort she longs

for. However,shementions with pride how she arranged her apartment.

ANow | c atmerblodk. Befdreal wak younger, | could stand. Because

there is no activity. You staypudo not go anywhere, lack of communication.

[ €] First, |l ack of space. [€é] | need a I
spacious. The bedroom its good likes, does nobother metoo much, but |

would like a living room as the whole apartment. | would like an open and big
kitchen. o (Owner 09)

The level of comfort after the revolution increase for all owners and motives are
multiple. First, overcrowding isnot an issue as it was before. In four flat cases the
owners recount about the days during the communism when the family members had
no intimacy, no space for their own, rooms were multipurpose and sleepingwpace

a problem.

Practices of homemaking legescribe the approach oleing theapartmentsnore
comfortable and serve as evidence to undergtendffortinvested. All residents that

use to live during the regime in these apartments mention how they increase comfort
by the introduction of centrdleating systems, the alterations and demolition of the
physical setting, renewal of floors, walls, windows and doors, as well the change in

furniture style and arrangement within the apartment.

4.2.5.1 New furniture design and arrangement

Getting rid ofthe oldstyle furniture, whiclwas notpractical and use to occupy lot of
space,is the most important step to create more space and coasforniost of the
owners suggestin addition, the adjustmerdf more storage cabinetgpresents
another way to incese comfort and create more free spdte following examples
express this tendencgf a well thought arrangement in their opinion, done with
custom furniturgFigures 4.8 and 4.3).
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Figure 4.29 Example of storage cabinets in the kitchen in F1 (left) and F9 (right)
apartments.
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4.2.5.2 Renewal of floors and walls finishing

Most common in all apartments is the desire of the inhabitants tonediercomfort

and estheticdroughfloor andwall renewal.

One of the first thinghe households didnce they becanmtbeownersis to replace the
original poured concret#oor (Figures 4.30 and 4.3presentn almost all roomsnd

in all the apartmentsith a more aesthetic onehis type of finishig still existson the
stairs and hallway aredsut also in one of the flat (F6) as the owners could not afford
to change i(Figures 430 and 4.3 However,in most of the flatsthe living rooms
and bedroomsvere originallycoveredwith natural parquetwhereas in some flats
were economy was important it is usahcretdloor covered with colorful linoleum.

In the case of kitchens and bathrooms, the original walls finishing consists anthalf

paint which serve as waterproof, \ehior the other half with whitewash. On the gall
behind the sinks in the kitchen and bathrooms as well in the case of bathtub are used
ceramic white title for protection against mold.

Currently al most all owner $ulcéranicdittesand zedé t he
parquet(Figures 4.324.33, 4.34. Having walls straightenis another improvement

necessary that the majority of the bebolds have done, whereaseption makes flat

F6foro wn e r sfundslindgigute 4.30 it is shown axample ofthe original floor

made frompoured concreta s ed i n t he (bil octklsioAbhadldocaly)er 0O

similar withtheone i n apartmentsdé fl oor.

Figure 4.30 Example of the original floor made fropoured concret& A6 |oBk.
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Figure 4.32 Example of floor renewal in F1 (left) and F8 (right).
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Figure 4.34 Example of floor renewal in F4

4.2.5.3 Doors and windows renewal

The interior and entrance doors, as well windows are changed. While for the interior
doors,the tendency is to use wood or PVC, for the entrance doors metal is preferable.

(Figure 437). For betternsulationof theinterior, the window® mat er i al mostly

108



is the known system O0termopané withdt PVC |

acts as thermal barrier.

However, there those that cannot afford to replace the old-wsed joinery applied

to all flats duringhe regime. While asked about it the households can show regret on

not being able to improve their apartment. While the renewal process is seen mostly

for the owners to feel comfortable within their heiné at s 6 sagddsvaleeto i t al
their status In the Figures 4.35 and 4,3Bere are examples of the original doors and

windows made of wood material painted in white.

Figure 4.35. Example of original storage door and windows in F6.

Figure 4.36 Example of originainteriordoor, in F6.
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Figure 4.37: Example of doors renewal in F3 (left) and F8 (right).
4.2.6 Home and selidentity

The lifestylein block of flats reflecth ousehol ds6 desires and fre
owners O7, 09 and O10 wish to move to an individual house in a neartheyeee
pleased with their apartmerfhey identify themselves witttheir homeas they see

their apartment a& quiet easy to maintaiplace, where one can relax afténesyday.

In fact, in this specificrural r ban environment whabitasts maj ori ty
live in an individual housdpr someonamaking the decision ttive in a flat reflects

not onlyones identitybutalsothe constant negotiation of the self which life fits more,

which are the advantages or disadvantages in staying or movingy.stete of

wondering of each individual and betwetbe family members is a repeating pattern

met inall the interviewees. The following recall best describes it:

Al lived in the city in Brasov and | use
grandparents.dtayedhere during vacation timaf one month. It was nice my

stay here, but now | came and Imovedaddd n 6t want teé | eave froc
well is quiet and the area is beautiful, but as for possibilities with school for

children, for job, it is hard. We kia to commute (for work); from thigoint of
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view, (it is hard). Ater | have sent my son to school to Bathave preferred

to move there, but my husband does noi
home, the apartment i sptyou&eckanngand c o me
cooking, you donot stay all t he ti me

burden. Instead my husband is very clear: he wants to move to house, he says
he had enough from block. 0

FIl ats as places of onmsédcmse sathplendf fivé womeny e p o
mostly living alone, where the challengadife become impregnated and part of the

territory they own. Photographs and memories about their life story lie as remainder

of the life conditions that shaped their characterwsader they all are among those

that born in the area and moved in the apartment during the regime. The same can be
said for the one male living alone. Apparently, home has an instrumental role in his

life, for relaxation and sleeping just. However, thieimiew reveal the connection with

his home due tohe hardshig him andhis family went through while living in the

apartment.

Apartment blocks represents most of all a barometer of change for those that use to

live during the communist regime in the sapiace; all except for three flats have

same owners. Is not coming as a surprise that only these specific owners have
mentioned throughout the interviews the difference between the prddiamiisg the

regime)and current situation. Whether it is aboutrent housing shortages, job
opportunities, mi grati on, the misunder st
behavior, or on theontraryt he | ack of freedom is al/|l S ¢
in these apartments. Therefore, the-gightity of an ndividual and his/her family at

anymoment reflects in thelmomes

4.2.7 Home as place for seixpression

I n t he confined S p a ¢ expression and epiadgticesagi ar t m
personalization represents a way to extend the boundaries of the ptysiodlio

express oneds character and aspirations.

Apartmentsé furnishing exemplify owner s
resources and own view to personalize their space. Costumed furniture or different

styles it comes together to create a mmsHhe following images of living rooms and
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bedrooms exemplifietkow owners express therhse e s t hr ough d®cor (Fi g
4.38 till 4.46). As well, objects and photographs are displayed in a meaningful manner.

For instance,n  f | at F8 t h édecanevmpontastéspetiam bhbfi least 0 s

d ® c(lBigures 4.38 In the case of F1 the design of the apartmentieas changed

and photographs haveeen pulledoff after an undesirable divorceshereasnew
photographslepictingher life passiorhorsesewrite s owner 6s | i fe story.

Figure 4.38 Living roomin F8.

Figure 4.39 Living room of flat F6 (left) and bedroom of flat F6 (right).

112



